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Notice is hereby given, in terms of Section 19(b) of the Local Government: Municipal 
Systems Act, 32 of 2000 as amended, that a SPECIAL MEETING of the MUNICIPAL 
COUNCIL of Knysna Municipality will be held in the Council Chamber on THURSDAY, 
6 AUGUST 2026 at 9:00 to consider the business set forth in the attached agenda. 

 

 

Kennis geskied hiermee as gevolg van Artikel 19(b) van die Plaaslike Regering : 
Munisipale Stelsels Wet, 32 van 2000, dat ‘n SPESIALE VERGADERING van die 
MUNISIPALE RAAD van Knysna Munisipaliteit in die Raadsaal op DONDERDAG, 6 
AUGUSTUS 2026 om 9:00 gehou sal word ten einde sake soos uiteengesit in die 
aangehegte agenda te oorweeg. 

 

 

Ibhunga likaMASIPALA waseKnysna Iazisa ngomthetho okwisolotya 19(b) wenkqubo 
mgaqo olawula oMasipala, 32 of 2000, njengoko utshintshiwe, NGENTLANGANISO 
EKHETHEKILEYO yeBHUNGA likaMASIPALA waseKnysna eyakubanjelwa ku 
Council Chamber NGOLWESINE, NGOMHLA WE 6 EYETHUPHA 2026 ngentsimbi 
ye 9:00 umba iyakuba lushishino oluchazwe kwi-agenda. 
 

 

 

 

CLLR M WILLEMSE   MR B M NGUBO 

The Speaker     Acting Municipal Manager 

Die Speaker     Waarnemende Munisipale Bestuurder 

Usomlomo     Mphathi kaMasipala    
   

 

Date : 5 August 2026 
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6. NEW MATTERS SUBMITTED BY THE ACTING MUNICIPAL MANAGER 
 
6.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REPORT FROM THE DIRECTOR : TECHNICAL SERVICES 
 
PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 
 
To inform Council that we need to review the water restriction in terms of the item approved 
by Council in 2016. 
 
PREVIOUS COUNCIL RESOLUTION 
 

AMENDMENT OF THE GREATER KNYSNA WATER RESTRICTIONS 
SCHEME 

 
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED 

(By the Mayoral Committee on 12 May 2016) 
 

[a] That the report on the Amendment of the Greater Knysna Water 
Restrictions Scheme, be noted; 

 
[b] That approval be granted to the following Levels for the water 

conservation strategy with immediate implementation:  
 
Proposed amended water restrictions 
To elevate the above the department proposes the following levels in terms of 
Water Conservation stages dependent on dam storage levels.  

 

Level  Storage  Water Supply 
Days 

Final Measure  

Level 1 100%- 61% 85 – 44 Days Current water restriction 

Level 2 60% - 41% 43 – 30 Days Tariff Management: Implement 
Drought Tariff Stage 1 

Level 3 40% - 31% 29 – 22 Days Introduce Water Management 
Devices and Approved Drought 
Tariff Stage 2 

Level 4 30% - 21% 21 – 15 Days Introduce Water shedding and 
Drought Tariff Stage 3 

Level 5 20% - 0% <14 Days Water rationing 

 
[c] That these measures be part of the approved water conservation 

strategy.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
SC01/08/26 AMENDMENT OF THE GREATER KNYSNA WATER RESTRICTIONS 
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SC01/01/26 DECLARATION OF THE GREATER KNYSNA MUNICIPAL AREA AS A 

LOCAL STATE OF DISASTER  
 

UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED 
 

[a] That Council take note of the report from the Directors of Community 
Services and Infrastructure;  

 
[b] That Council take note that the Knysna Municipality is currently 

experiencing severe water and infrastructure challenges;  
 
[c] That the Department of Agriculture be urgently requested to conduct an 

Assessment report on the agricultural areas within the Knysna 
Municipal Area to establish the impact of the drought in this area;  

 
[d] That Council resolve that the Greater Knysna Municipal Area be 

declared as a Local Disaster Area due to the current drought situation 
and Water Reticulation Ageing Infrastructure Challenges.  

 
[e] That the Garden Route District Municipality be requested to support the 

classification and declaration of a local state of disaster in the Knysna 
Municipal Area;  

 
[f] That the Garden Route District Municipality be requested to assist the 

established Local Joint Operation Centre (JOC) with the coordination of 
both short- and long-term interventions needed to address this crisis;  

 
[g] That Council take note of the Water Augmentation Projects as indicated 

under the heading Operational Response and JOC Coordination;  
 
[h] That Council reconfirm the continuation of the Local Joint Operation 

Centre under the Directorate of Community Services;  
 
[i] That Council acknowledges, with appreciation, the support received 

thus far from the Western Cape Department of Local Government, 
BOCMA, the National Department of Water and Sanitation;  

 
[j] That Council resolve that the contingency measures and the necessary 

preparations be made to implement, should we reach “DAY ZERO” in 
line with the relevant Policy Restriction Levels and also engage 
communities on measures on how to avoid “DAY ZERO”;  

 
[k] That the Community be informed through the Public Participation Unit 

on the protocol process of “DAY ZERO”, if activated;  
 
[l] That Council acknowledge contributions by civic society, namely Gift of 

the Givers, The Muslim Council, PG Bison, KIG, Asivekelane, Greater 
Knysna Business Chamber, Knysna Infrastructure Group and others;  
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[m] That disciplinary action be implemented against those officials 
accountable for failing to take action to avoid the current water crisis. 

 
BACKGROUND  
 
The Greater Knysna Area was declared a drought disaster area on 16 January 2026 as per 
Council resolution [d] “That Council resolve that the Greater Knysna Municipal Area be 
declared as a Local Disaster Area due to the current drought situation and Water Reticulation 
Ageing Infrastructure Challenges.” 
 
As the pumping systems stabilized and more flow became available in the rivers, Council could 
pump more water constantly for storage in our Off-Channel Dam.  
 
After the two motors were repaired at Charlesford Pump Station we steadily increased the 
level approximately 4% per week.  
 
Akkerkloof Dam is currently at 46%, which is the barometer that we use to alter the water 
restrictions. 
 
The Council Resolution of 16 January 2026 determined that level 2 water restrictions must 
apply.  
 
The water restriction level must now be adjusted to level 2, which is in the bracket between 
40 – 60 % of the Akkerkloof Dam capacity. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Drought Tariff stage 1 must be implemented in terms of the 2026/27 Medium-Term Revenue 
and Expenditure Framework. 
 
RELEVANT LEGISLATION 
 
N/A 

 
RECOMMENDATION OF THE MUNICIPAL MANAGER 

 
[a] That Council note the contents of the report; and  
 
[b] That Council Implement Level 2 Water Restriction, including implementing Drought 

Tariff Stage 1 as per the Medium-term Revenue and Expenditure Framework. 
 
 
APPENDIX / ADDENDUM 
 
N/A 
 
File Number: 9/1/2/1  
Execution: Director: Technical Services 
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6.2 
 

 
 
 
 

 
REPORT FROM THE DIRECTOR COMMUNITY SERVICES  
 
PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 
 
To request Council approval to establish and operate a municipal pound facility on Erf 240 
Karatara. 
 
BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION 
 
In terms of Section 11 of the Animals Protection Act No 71 of 1962 and the Knysna 
Municipality: Animal Keeping and Pound By-Law, the Municipality has a mandate to 
impound stray and wandering animals to protect public safety, road users and private 
property. 
 
Currently Knysna does not have a dedicated municipal pound facility. Stray animals are 
transported to George SPCA at significant cost and delay. This has also been halted due 
to the foot and mouth disease and the imminent process that George Municipality has 
started to appoint a new service provider. Response times to Karatara, Rheenendal and 
surrounding rural areas exceed 90 minutes.   
 
Erf 240 Karatara, owned by Knysna Municipality measuring 2,43670 hectares and zoned 
“Agricultural Zone 1”, has been identified as a suitable site. It is centrally located, has 
existing access from the R339, and is distant from residential areas to minimise noise 
complaints etc. 
 
Establishing a local pound will improve response times, reduce costs, improve animal 
welfare, and enable compliance with the By-Law through issuing fines and reclaim fees. 
An appropriate site will need to have access to water and electricity. Cost implications will 
include the construction of the pound itself, ramps, storerooms, electric fencing, office- and 
ablution facilities as well as the appointment of two staff members to manage and clean the 
facility. 
 
The municipality had previously established a temporary holding facility for impounded stray 
farm animals near the municipal garden waste disposal site in Old Place. This facility was 
closed due to the high risk posed by its location. Knysna Animal Welfare currently performs 
the function of impounding stray and diseased domestic animals. They receive a Grant-in-
Aid donation from Council for rendering these services and the buildings and kennels are 
leased from the municipality. It is, however, not their responsibility to impound stray, 
wandering and diseased farm animals, nor is the size of their facility suitable for this 
function. 
 
Specific conditions regarding the impoundment of animals are set out in the relevant bylaws 
and will be strictly adhered to should the local pound be established. 
  

 
SC02/08/26 PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH A MUNICIPAL POUND FACILITY ON ERF 

240 KARATARA 
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The 2026/27 MTREF approved tariff structure includes the fees associated for the 
impoundment of roaming animals as set out below,  
 

 
 
Fines will be issued to owners found in contravention of the Knysna Municipality Roads By-
law in terms of Sect 25 read with Sect 37(b) of the By-Law. The issuing of such fines will 
be subjected to the approved fine schedule as approved by the local Magistrate on 01 
September 2022. 
 

 
 
LEGAL & FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Animals Protection Act No 71 of 1962 
Animal Amendment Act 
Municipal Systems Act 
Municipal Finance Management Act 62 of 2003 
Constitution of South Africa, 2003 Schedule 5 
Knysna Animal Keeping and Pound By-Law 
Knysna Roads & traffic By-Law, 2020 
 
No funds have been approved in the 2026/27 capital budget for the establishment of the 
pound facility envisaged on Erf 240 Karatara. 
 
The envisaged cost breakdown is as follows: 
 
Capital Cost: - R650 000,00 (Once Off) 

• Site Preparation 

• Levelling and Drainage 

• Fencing 

• 2 x Converted Containers 

• Water and Electricity Provision 

• 10 000 litre JOJO tank. 

• Signage, equipment etc. 
 
Operational Cost: - R500 000,00 for 2026/2027  

• Pound Ranger-        R240 000 

• General Assistant – R120 000 

• Animal Feed, Vet Care, Fuel, Maintenance etc – R 40 000 

• Waste Disposal, Water, Electricity – R30 000 
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• Part Time Veterinarian – R70 000 
 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE ACTING MUNICIPAL MANAGER 
 
[a] That Council notes the report on the establishment and operation of a municipal 

pound facility on Erf 240 Karatara; 
 
[b] That Council approves the establishment and operation of a municipal pound facility 

on Erf 240 Karatara; 
 
[c] That financial provision to the amount of R1,150 000,00 be made available as a 

matter of urgency to establish and operate the municipal pound facility; 
 
[d] That provision be made on the Departmental Organogram for the new positions as 

identified in report; 
 
[e] That the Directorate Corporate Services, Property section be mandated to start the 

public participation process to inform the public; 
 
[f] That the Directorate Community Services in consultation with the Legal Services 

Department develop a Municipal Animal Pound Management Protocol. 
 
APPENDIX / ADDENDUM 
GIS Site Map of ERF 240 Knysna 

 
  

File Number: 9/2/                   
 
././. 

Execution: Director: Community Services  
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7 IN COMMITTEE (See separate agenda) 
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