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REPORT FROM DIRECTOR : CORPORATE SERVICE [PUBLIC PARTICIPATION] 
 
PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 
 
To submit the draft Knysna Public Participation Policy to Council for approval. 
 
BACKGROUND /DISCUSSION 
 
On the 19 March 2026, the draft amended Knysna Public Participation Policy was 
workshopped with Councillors. This was preceded by a process of consultation and a 
workshop with both the Ward Committees Reps on the 30th of October 2025 and officials of 
the Public Participation Unit and the provincial counterparts on the 04th of December 2025. 
 
The review of the Knysna Public Participation Policy is because of the amendments in the 
Municipal Structures Act in relation to the Code of Conduct for Councillors and the Role of the 
Speaker. 
 
The aim of the proposed amendments is to elevate the importance of the role of the Speaker 
in ensuring that Ward Councillors adhere to the Code of Conduct in as far as engaging with 
their constituencies. 
 
Section 37 (k) of the Municipal Structures Act places an obligation on the Speaker of Council 
to strengthen participatory democracy at local government level by ensuring functionality and 
effectiveness of ward committees and public participatory processes. 
 
The current Constitution for Public Participation Policy of the Knysna Local Municipality was 
last reviewed and adopted by Council on the 29 June 2023. 
 
Attached is the Knysna Public Participation Policy with the amendments that were 
workshopped with Councillors on the 19 March 2026. 
 
APPENDIX 
 

1. Draft Public Participation with amendments 
2. Invitation to Council workshop 

      3.   Workshop attendance register 
 
RELEVANT LEGISLATION 
 
The Constitution of the RSA,1996 
Municipal Structures Act 117 of 1998 
Municipal Systems Act of 2000 
Municipal Finance Management Act 
Property Rates Act 
White Paper on Local Government of 1998 

 
C10/06/26 REVIEW OF THE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION POLICY  

 



ORDINARY MUNICIPAL COUNCIL MEETING 
AGENDA  

11 JUNE 2026 
 

 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE ACTING MUNICIPAL MANAGER 
 

[a] That the contents of the report regarding the amendments of the tabled Draft Public 
Participation Policy that was workshopped with Councillors on the 19 March 2026 for 
the Knysna Local Municipality be noted; and  

 
[b] That the proposed amendments to the tabled Draft Public Participation Policy be 

approved by Council. 
 

File Number : 9/1/1/1/1 
Execution :  Director : Corporate Services 

   Manager: Public Participation 
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