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5.9 
 

 

 
 
 
 
REPORT FROM THE DIRECTOR INTEGRATED HUMAN SETTLEMENTS 
 
PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 
 
To report back to Council on the public participation process relating to the intended alienation 
of Erf 109, Karatara and to obtain Council approval for the disposal of the property to Mr 
Benjamin Daniels at fair market value.  
 
PREVIOUS RESOLUTION 
 
A report was served before Council on 30 October 2025, where resolution IHS10/09/25 was 
adopted: 
 
IHS10/09/25  DISPOSAL OF ERF 109, KARATARA FOR HUMAN SETTLEMENTS 

PURPOSES: MR. BENJAMIN DANIELS  
 

UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED 
 

[a] That the report and annexure’s regarding the alienation of Erf 109, 
Karatara, be noted;  

 
[b] That in terms of Section 14(6) of the Local Government: Municipal 

Finance Management Act, 2003, the Municipal Council confirms that 
Erf 109, Karatara, applied for is a non-exempted capital asset;  

 
[c] That in terms of Regulation 5(2) of the Local Government: Municipal 

Finance Management Act, 56/2003: Municipal Asset Transfer 
Regulations, 2008, the Municipal Council confirms that Erf 109, 
Karatara is not a “high value” asset and that a public participation should 
be followed although not mandatory; and  

 
[d] That Council approves the alienation of Erf 109, Karatara at a fair 

market value.  
 
File Number: 9/1/2/15  

 
BACKGROUND 
 
Mr Benjamin Daniels applied to purchase Erf 109, Karatara for residential and human 
settlement purposes. A report was served before Council on 30 October 2025. Following 
Council's approval, the intended alienation was advertised for public comment in accordance 
with the Municipal Asset Transfer Regulations. The advertisement appeared in Action Ads on 
19 March 2026 and invited comments or objections before 20 April 2026.  

 
IHS09/07/26 DISPOSAL OF ERF 109, KARATARA FOR HUMAN SETTLEMENT 

PURPOSES - MR BENJAMIN DANIELS 
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No objections or comments were received during the advertising period. The current zoning 
is residential; the property is vacant municipal land and is not required for the immediate 
provision of basic municipal services. 
 
The Municipality complied with the public participation requirements by advertising the 
intended alienation. The advertising period closed on 20 April 2026. 
 
No comments or objections were received. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Council has already determined that Erf 109, Karatara is a non-exempted capital asset and 
that the property is not a high-value capital asset as contemplated in the Municipal Asset 
Transfer Regulations.  
 
The required public participation process has now been completed, and no objections were 
received. 
 
There is therefore no legal or procedural impediment to Council proceeding with the disposal 
of the property. 
 
The sale will promote human settlement objectives while ensuring that the Municipality 
receives fair market value for the property. 
 
The transfer will only proceed once: 

• the fair market value has been confirmed by a registered professional valuer;  
• all transfer costs have been accepted by the purchaser;  
• a Deed of Sale has been concluded; and  
• all legislative requirements have been complied with.  

 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
The Municipality will receive the fair market value for the property as determined by a 
registered professional valuer. 
 
The purchaser shall be responsible for: 

• the valuation costs;  
• transfer costs;  
• conveyancing costs;  
• survey costs where applicable; and  
• all costs associated with the registration of transfer.  

 
RELEVANT LEGISLATION AND POLICY  
 
The disposal complies with: 

• Local Government: Municipal Finance Management Act, 2003 (Act 56 of 2003);  
• Municipal Asset Transfer Regulations, 2008;  
• Management of Immovable Property Policy; and  
• Knysna Municipality Supply Chain Management Policy.  
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RECOMMENDATION OF THE ACTING MUNICIPAL MANAGER 
 
[a] That the report regarding the disposal of Erf 109, Karatara be noted.  
 
[b] That Council notes that the intended alienation of Erf 109, Karatara was advertised for 

public comment in accordance with the Municipal Asset Transfer Regulations.  
 
[c] That Council notes that no comments or objections were received during the public 

participation process.  
 
[d] That Council confirms that Erf 109, Karatara is not required to provide the minimum level 

of basic municipal services as contemplated in Section 14 of the Local Government: 
Municipal Finance Management Act, 2003.  

 
[e] That Council approves the disposal of Erf 109, Karatara to Mr Benjamin Daniels at fair 

market value as determined by a registered professional valuer.  
 
[f] That the purchaser be responsible for all valuation, survey, conveyancing, transfer and 

registration costs associated with the transaction.  
 
[g] That the Municipal Manager (Director : Corporate Services (Properties)) conclude and 

sign the Deed of Sale and all documentation necessary to give effect to the transfer of 
Erf 109, Karatara to Mr Benjamin Daniels. 

 
File Number: 
ANNEXURE: COPY OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION INVITE: ACTION ADDS  
 

   
   
 
 
 

 

  

Execution: Director : Corporate Services  
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5.10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REPORT FROM THE DIRECTOR INTEGRATED HUMAN SETTLEMENTS 
 
PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 
 
The purpose of this report is to update Council on the implementation of emergency response 
measures undertaken by the Directorate: Integrated Human Settlements following the 
declaration of a Local State of Disaster arising from the severe weather event experienced 
during May 2026. 
 
The report provides feedback on two key intervention programmes: 

1. The procurement and distribution of emergency housing material to affected 
households.  

2. The emergency repair and reconstruction of collapsed retaining walls 
 
PREVIOUS RESOLUTION 
 
A report was served before Council on 30 October 2025, where resolution IHS10/09/25 was 
adopted: 
 
IHS10/09/25  DISPOSAL OF ERF 109, KARATARA FOR HUMAN SETTLEMENTS 

PURPOSES: MR. BENJAMIN DANIELS  
 

UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED 
 

[a] That the report and annexure’s regarding the alienation of Erf 109, Karatara, 
be noted;  

 
[b] That in terms of Section 14(6) of the Local Government: Municipal Finance 

Management Act, 2003, the Municipal Council confirms that Erf 109, 
Karatara, applied for is a non-exempted capital asset;  

 
[c] That in terms of Regulation 5(2) of the Local Government: Municipal Finance 

Management Act, 56/2003: Municipal Asset Transfer Regulations, 2008, the 
Municipal Council confirms that Erf 109, Karatara is not a “high value” asset 
and that a public participation should be followed although not mandatory; 
and  

 
[d] That Council approves the alienation of Erf 109, Karatara at a fair market 

value.  
 

 
IHS10/07/26 REPORT ON DISASTER RESPONSE INTERVENTIONS FOLLOWING 

THE MAY 2026 SEVERE WEATHER EVENT - EMERGENCY HOUSING 
ASSISTANCE AND RETAINING WALL REPAIRS 
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BACKGROUND 
 
In May 2026, the Greater Knysna Municipal Area experienced exceptionally severe weather 
conditions characterised by heavy rainfall, flooding, strong winds and localised landslides. The 
event caused extensive damage to public infrastructure and residential areas, particularly 
within vulnerable informal settlements, low-income neighbourhoods and steeply sloping 
residential areas. 
 
Approximately 400 incidents were identified through assessments undertaken jointly by the 
Directorate of Integrated Human Settlements as having been directly or partially affected by 
the disaster. Damage included: 

• destruction of informal dwellings;  
• roof failures and structural damage to subsidised (RDP) houses;  
• collapsed retaining walls;  
• slope instability;  
• restricted access to residential areas; and  
• increased risks to public safety.  

 
Following recommendations from Disaster Management technical assessments, Council 
declared a Local State of Disaster in terms of the Disaster Management Act at a Special 
Council Meeting held on 15 May 2026. The declaration enabled the Municipality to implement 
emergency procurement measures and immediate humanitarian interventions to safeguard 
affected communities while longer-term recovery programmes were being developed.  
 
DISASTER RESPONSE IMPLMENTATION 
 
The Directorate implemented its disaster response through two workstreams: 
Workstream A - Emergency Housing Assistance 
 
The priority was to provide immediate humanitarian assistance to households whose homes 
had been destroyed or rendered unsafe. 
 
Emergency interventions included: 

• procurement of emergency housing units;  
• procurement of roof repair kits;  
• verification of qualifying beneficiaries;  
• distribution of emergency material;  
• submission of requests for Provincial and National Human Settlements assistance; 

and  
• support to qualifying RDP homeowners with insurance claims and structural 

rehabilitation processes.  
 
Emergency Procurement 
 
An emergency procurement deviation in terms of Section 36(1) of the Municipal Supply Chain 
Management Policy was approved to enable the rapid procurement of emergency housing 
material. 
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The approved procurement consisted of: 
 

ITEM QUANITITY  VALUE 

Roof Repair Kits 100 R366,103.65 

Full Emergency Housing 
Units 

40 R783,410.46 

Grand Total  
 

 R1,149,514.11 (VAT 
Inclusive) 

 
Distribution of Emergency Housing Material 
 
Following joint verification by Disaster Management and Integrated Human Settlements 
officials, emergency material was distributed to qualifying households across the affected 
wards. 

Ward Full Units Roof Repair Kits 

Ward 1 3 5 

Ward 3 7 9 

Ward 4 5 8 

Ward 5 1 0 

Wards 6 & 11 10 0 

Ward 7 4 3 

Ward 8 7 14 

Total Distributed 37 39 

 
Remaining units: 
 

• 4 Full Emergency Housing Units  
• 61 Roof Repair Kits  

 
WORKSTREAM B: Emergency Retaining Wall Repairs 
 
The second priority of the disaster response focused on stabilising dangerous slopes and 
repairing collapsed retaining walls that posed an immediate threat to life, municipal services 
and residential properties. 
 
Numerous retaining walls failed during the disaster due to saturated ground conditions and 
slope instability. In many locations these failures compromised the structural stability of 
adjacent residential properties, restricted emergency access and increased the likelihood of 
further land movement. 
 
The Directorate implemented an emergency retaining wall programme that included: 

• removal of unstable material;  
• slope stabilisation;  
• reconstruction of retaining walls;  
• repair of damaged retaining structures; and  
• protection of municipal infrastructure and residential properties.  

 
The emergency works were prioritised according to risk and implemented through expedited 
procurement processes to prevent further deterioration.  
The contractors used for this workstream were drawn from the Parks & Recreation EOI panel.  
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Progress to Date 
 
Emergency retaining wall repairs have been undertaken at numerous affected sites 
throughout the municipality in accordance with the prioritised implementation programme. 
 
Works completed include: 
 

• excavation and removal of unstable material;  
• reconstruction of collapsed retaining walls;  
• rebuilding of damaged retaining structures;  
• placement of engineered fill and G7 material;  
• reinstatement of affected residential support structures.  

 
The attached annexure records the individual project locations, estimated costs, work 
completed and outstanding commitments. 
 
Due to funding limitations, not all identified retaining wall projects have been completed. The 
remaining works will be undertaken during the current financial year, subject to the release of 
the balance of funding previously resolved by Council.  
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
The Directorate originally estimated that the retaining wall programme would require 
approximately R3,4m. 
 
Council subsequently resolved to allocate R4 million towards the retaining wall repair 
programme, but only R2m was available.  
 
The disaster response comprised two separate financial interventions: 
 
A. Emergency Housing Material 
 
Approved emergency procurement: R1,149,514.11 (VAT Inclusive), this was paid from the 
Directorate budget.  
 
B. Emergency Retaining Wall Repairs 
 
Estimated programme value: R3,381,682.57 
 
The Directorate continues to manage expenditure within the approved Council allocation while 
seeking additional funding for the outstanding retaining wall projects 
 
RELEVANT LEGISLATION AND POLICY  
 

• Municipal Supply Chain Management Policy 

• Disaster Declaration Regulations 
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RECOMMENDATION OF THE ACTING MUNICIPAL MANAGER 

 
It is recommended that Council: 
 
[a] Notes the report on disaster response interventions undertaken by the Directorate: 

Integrated Human Settlements following the declaration of the Local State of Disaster.  
 
[b] Notes the successful procurement and distribution of emergency housing materials to 

verified qualifying beneficiaries across the affected wards.  
 
[c] Notes the progress made in the emergency repair and reconstruction of collapsed 

retaining walls and associated slope stabilisation works.  
 
[d] Notes that further retaining wall repairs remain outstanding due to funding constraints 

and will be completed subject to the availability of approved funding.  
 
[e] Supports the Directorate's continued engagement with the Provincial and National 

Departments of Human Settlements to secure additional disaster recovery funding for 
the completion of outstanding recovery projects.  

 
File Number: 
 
ANNEXURE: RETAINING WALL REPAIRS BY WARD  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Execution: Director Integrated Human Settlements 
Acting Manager IHSSUPPLEMENTARY 
Senior Human Settlement Officer  
Human Settlement Liaison Officer  
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Retaining 
wall - Repairs 

                        

                            

No. Area Erf No. m² 

Remove Repack 
New 
Wall 

Spoil G7 

Estimate 

Retention Amount Paid Unpaid 

Ward 
 R       

195  
 R       

495  
 R   1 
500  

 R       
450  

 R       
695  

      

1 Khayalethu 6772 54 1 1   1 1  R     99 725,00   R       9 972,50   R     89 752,50    7 

2 Khayalethu 6784 40 1 1   1 1  R     79 862,50   R       7 986,25   R     71 876,25    7 

3 DsBS 169 109 1 1   1 1  R  200 473,00   R     20 047,30     R  210 208,50  3 

4 & Joodsekamp 250-251 70 1 1   1 1  R  148 400,00   R     14 840,00   R  133 560,00   R  131 100,00  8 

5 CE 233 90 1 1   1 1  R     84 900,00   R       8 490,00   R     76 410,00    8 

6 KKN 19937 46 1 1   1 1  R     85 500,00   R       8 550,00   R     76 950,00    7 

7 KKN 107 57 1 1   1 1  R  102 380,00   R     10 238,00   R     92 142,00    7 

8 Hlalani 122 71 1 1   1 1  R  131 734,25   R     13 173,43   R  118 560,83    3 

9 Rholihlala 38&40 63 1 1   1 1  R     94 500,00   R       9 450,00   R     85 050,00    4 
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10 Greenfield 133 73 1 1   1 1  R  109 500,00   R     10 950,00   R     98 550,00    4 

11 Greenfield 33&10133 124 1 1   1 1  R  186 000,00   R     18 600,00   R  167 400,00    4 

13 
Shamrock & 
Hamilto 

233 112 1 1   1 1  R  168 000,00   R     16 800,00   R  151 200,00    6 

14 CS 225-231 458,5 1 1   1 1  R  958 500,00   R     95 850,00   R  598 225,50   R  360 274,50  7 

15 Ethembeni 11984 103 1 1   1 1  R  172 075,00   R     17 207,65   R  178 097,63    8 

16 Oupad 
19835-
19840 

384 1 1   1 1  R  794 970,00   R     79 497,00   R  822 973,95    3 

17 Hornlee 719 63 1 1   1 1  R  116 890,00   R     11 689,00     R  105 201,00  6 

                   R 3 533 409,75     R 2 760 748,66   R     806 784,00    
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