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Notice is hereby given, in terms of Section 19(b) of the Local Government: Municipal 

Systems Act, 32 of 2000, as amended, that a SPECIAL MEETING of the MUNICIPAL 

COUNCIL of Knysna Municipality will be held in the Council Chambers on MONDAY, 13 

MAY 2024 at 11:00. 

                                                                                                                               

 

Kennis geskied hiermee as gevolg van Artikel 19(b) van die Plaaslike Regering: Munisipale 

Stelsels Wet, 32 van 2000, dat ‘n SPESIALE VERGADERING van die MUNISIPALE RAAD 

van Knysna Munisipaliteit in die Munisipale Raadsaal op MAANDAG, 13 MEI 2024 om 

11:00 gehou sal word. 

                                                                                                                                 

 

Ibhunga likaMASIPALA waseKnysna Iazisa ngomthetho okwisolotya 19(b) wenkqubo 

mgaqo olawula oMasipala, 32 of 2000, njengoko utshintshiwe, NGENTLANGANISO 

EKHETHEKILEYO yeBHUNGA likaMASIPALA waseKnysna eyakubanjelwa uMvulo, 

NGOMHLA WE 13 UCanzibe 2024 ngentsimbi ye 11:00. 

  

 

 

CLLR MD SKOSANA    Ms PAX DUNYWA 

The Speaker      Acting Municipal Manager  

Die Speaker      Waarnemende Munisipale Bestuurder  

Usomlomo      Ukudlala uManejala kaMasipala                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

      

Date: 13 MAY 2024 
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6. ITEMS SUBMITTED BY THE SPEAKER 
 
6.1  

 

 

SC03/05/24:  CONDOLENCES TO ALL AFFECTED BY THE BUILDING  

  COLLAPSE TRAGEDY IN GEORGE: 06 MAY 2024 

 

 
REPORT FROM THE SPEAKER OF COUNCIL 
 
 
PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 
 
The Purpose of the report is to express solidarity with the Community of George and 
all those affected by the 06 May 2024 Building Collapse Tragedy. Furthermore, it is to 
express our deepest regret for the tragic loss of life, and our heartfelt condolences to 
the families and loved ones of the victims of this tragedy. 
 
 
BACKGROUND  
On 06 May 2024 at 14h26 the George Municipality issued an urgent notice on their 
official Facebook Page which stated:  
 
  ¹“A building under construction in Victoria Street has collapsed. The public 
 is urgently notified that Access to Victoria Road is blocked from York 
 Street. Emergency services are on site and a number of ambulances will be 
 required to enter the area due to multiple patients.”   
 
Due to the technologically advanced era we live in, the news spread like wildfire and 
soon all the local, and later international news channels, and an array of media-
outlets were covering this tragedy - some even on live platforms. As recent as 
Saturday, 11 May 2024 a victim was pulled out alive from the debris which renewed 
hope that more victims may still be alive, almost a week after the incident occurred. 
 
Sadly, the tragedy is of such magnitude and scale that inevitably the loss of many 
lives is a given fact, as has the statistics already attested to, and only once the 
operation has shifted to “recovery mode” shall we be able to assess the full extent of 
the tragedy in terms of loss of lives. 
 
 
 
 
 
1. George Municipality Official Facebook Page 
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DISCUSSION 
 
From Administration, the Accounting Officer has expressed his solidarity and 
condolences, and it is incumbent upon us as Political Leaders to follow suit. 
 
Along this way, may we as Leaders ever be mindful of the challenges faced by those 
men and women in the building & construction industry as the play their part in building 
our cities and towns facing immense challenges daily whilst trying to make ends meet 
to support themselves and their loved ones. 
 
As Leaders we acknowledge the very important role by all our Officials in the 
Emergency Services whose training are being put to the test in “search & rescue” 
efforts, what will undoubtedly soon become a “search and retrieve exercise”. You are 
in our thoughts and prayers. We are forever grateful for your service. Thank you. 
 
To the victims of this sad tragedy and their loved ones, please receive our deepest 
sympathies for your tragic loss. May their Souls Rest in Eternal Peace. 
 
As at 17h13 on Sunday, 12 May 2024, the following statistics are confirmed by the 
George Herald: 
 ²’’As of 15:00 on 12 May, marking the 145th hour of operations, the  confirmed 
    statistics are as follows:  
 - Total estimated individuals on-site during the incident: 81 
 - Rescued and recovered: 48 
 - Of which deceased: 19 
 - Currently hospitalized: 14 
 - Unaccounted for: 33’’ 
 
Anyone who wishes to make a financial contribution may do so to the: 
 ³George Municipality: Relief and Charitable Fund 

ABSA BANK Cheque Acc: 9149554208  
Branch Code: 632005 

 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE SPEAKER 
 
 
[a] That the report be noted. 
 
[b] That a minute of silent reflection, meditation and silent prayer be observed 
 for the Victims & their Loved Ones. 
 
 
  
2. Official George Herald Facebook Page 
3. George Municipality Official Facebook Page  
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7. NEW MATTERS SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE MAYOR 
 
7.1 
 

SC04/05/24: HIGH COURT JUDGEMENT DELIVERED ON FRIDAY, 10 MAY 

2024 UNDER CASE #4247/2023 – DA // THE SPEAKER OF 

KNYSNA MUNICIPALITY & OTHERS, 

AND 

 CASE #4441/2023 DELIVERED ON THE SAME DAY; WESTERN 

CAPE MEC FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT, ENVIRONMENTAL 

AFFAIRS & DEVELOPMENT PLANNING // KNYSNA 

MUNICPALITY & OTHERS 

 

REPORT FROM THE EXECUTIVE MAYOR  
 
PURPOSE OF THE REPORT  
 
To report to Council on the judgment delivered under Cases 4247/2023 and 4441/2023, 
respectively.  
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Case 4247/2023: 
 
On 13 March 2023, the Speaker, Executive Mayor, Municipal Manager and Mr O Sebola, 
were served with a Notice of Motion instituted by the Democratic Alliance (DA), 
challenging the appointment of Mr O Sebola, as the Municipal Manager. 
 
The DA sought an order, inter alia, declaring the appointment of the Mr Sebola, null and 
void; declaring the council resolution to appoint the incumbent, unlawful, unconstitutional 
and invalid; and declaring all decisions taken by the incumbent, in his capacity as the MM, 
unlawful, unconstitutional and invalid, reviewed and set aside. 
 
Respondents in above case filed a Notice to Oppose and the matter was heard on 18 
July 2023. 
 
Case 4441/2023: 
 
On 15 March 2023, the Knysna Municipality, the Speaker, Municipal Manager and Mr  
O Sebola, were served with a Notice of Motion instituted by the MEC for Local 
Government, Western Cape, challenging the appointment of Mr O Sebola, as the 
Municipal Manager. 
 
The MEC sought an order, inter alia, declaring null and void the decision by the Knysna 
Municipal Council, taken on 25 January 2023, to appoint Mr Sebola, as Municipal 
Manager. 
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The Municipality filed no papers hereunder and this matter was consolidated with above 
Case 4247/2023. 
 
Judgment – 10 May 2024: 
 
Judgment in the two consolidated cases were delivered on 10 May 2023, Annexure “A”.  
Judgment in the respective cases, from page 75, reads as follows: 
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The judgments are accordingly submitted to Council for consideration and noting. 
 
 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS BY EXECUTIVE MAYOR 

 
 [a] That the report on the Judgments handed down under consolidated Cases 

  4247/2023 and 4441/2023, dated 10 May 2024, be noted; and 

 [b]  That Council mandates the Executive Mayor to inform Mr O Sebola, in 

  writing, of the outcome of the Judgments under consolidated Cases 

  4247/2023 and 4441/2023, dated 10 May 2024, and request Mr O Sebola, 

  to vacate the office of Municipal Manager, with immediate effect. 

 
ANNEXURES 
 
Annexure A: Consolidated Judgment Case 4247/2023 and 4441/2024, 10 May 2024 
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