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   MOTIVATION: BUILDING LINE RELAXATION-01   

 

               PO Box 2837 

               Knysna 

Date:  29 September 2021                                           6570 

Project Reference:    LS20-089           

 

To: Land Use Management   

Knysna Municipality 

                  

                      

MOTIVATION FOR BUILDING LINE RELAXATION ON Erf 900192021 FROM 30m TO 27,15m TO 

ACCOMMODATE A NEW PERGOLA 

 

Application in terms of Section 15 (2)(b): application for the permanent departure from the 

development parameters of the Knysna Zoning Scheme to allow a building line relaxation of the north 

west/side building line from 30m to 27,15m. 

 

Erf description: Portion 21 (a portion of portion 1) of the Farm Charlesford 192   

Zoning:   Agri 1    Erf size: 3,8651 ha    

 

Application includes: 1. Title deed 

2. SG diagram 

3. Power of Attorney 

4. OSCAE exemption 

5. Drawings including SDP and locality plan 

 

The project comprises a new small barn and the addition of a pergola to an existing dwelling.  

 

Unique circumstance and planning considerations: 

The previously approved existing dwelling already exceeds the North West building line – by adding a 

pergola over a portion of the deck of this existing dwelling in the most desirable, functional and 

aesthetically pleasing way,  the proposed pergola also exceeds the North West building line (by a 

maximum of 2,85m).  

 

Precedent: 

As the existing dwelling already exceeds the building line in the same area, the granting of a relaxation 

to accommodate the pergola would not be a precedent for future relaxations in other areas in that the 

relaxation effectively already exists. Approval would be to accommodate an existing condition rather 

than create a new condition which might give rise to precedent. 

 

Impact on surroundings: 

Rheenendal road: the proposed pergola is on the opposite side of the dwelling to the road and thereby 
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not visible from the road. Further to this, the top of the pergola is lower than the existing dwelling roof 

and the dwelling is largely surrounded by vegetation. 

Neighbouring properties: 

As well as the above, the pergola is an addition to an existing footprint against an existing backdrop of 

the existing dwelling. Should it be at all visible from neighbouring properties it will be an enhancement 

to the aesthetic of the existing and not intrusive. 

Further to the above, the building line of 30m is substantial and relaxing it by 2,85m will not have any 

detrimental impact on the surrounding owners or on the character of the area. 

 

We hereby request that the North West building line be relaxed from 30m to 27,15m to accommodate 

a new pergola as per the attached drawings. Thank you for your time and consideration. 


