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09 February 2021 
 
Town Planning 
Knysna Municipality 
 
Dear Sir 
 
ERF 12897, Thesen Islands, KNYSNA 

 
Attached please find departure application in respect of erf 12897, Thesen Islands, 
Knysna. In terms of the Thesen Islands Design Guidelines (Feb 2019): 
 

1. A departure is required to allow the construction of a swimming pool over the 
6m waterway building line 

 
MOTIVATION  

 
1.1 The Thesen Islands guidelines dated February 2019 state: 

 
D44. Swimming Pools and Spas 
Pools: Square, round or rectangular shapes preferred. Exclusion: organic or 
freestyle shapes. 
a) Combinations of these shapes will be considered. To be surrounded by approved 
paving or timber deck. Pools will only be considered in the veranda zone if the site is 
flat or if retained by a wall where a sloping site with bank edge exist. Therefore, any 
structure below a timber deck not at ground level must be set back at least 500mm 
from the deck edge to create a shadow line or maximum to the bank edge line on the 
regulation or site plan whichever is the most restrictive. 
b) Pools can extend outside building lines as follows: 
- where a 3m side building line exist, the pool will be allowed to extend up to 1.5m 
from the boundary to allow for entertaining area between house and pool 
- on the front boundary the pool can extend towards the water edge boundary up to 
the Eco belt or 500mm from gabion where applicable. 
c) Pool filters outside building lines allowed as long as not nuisance to neighbour. 
Conditions for pools outside building lines: 
1. Pools outside of the front building line behind the gabion edge require the 
appointment of a consulting engineer to design and supervise the construction of the 
pool and to provide a report to the effect that design and installation of the pool will 
not compromise the gabions in any way or form. 
2. A signed undertaking needs to be submitted to the TIHOA from the homeowner to 
accept full and unconditional responsibility for any damage caused as a result of the 
pool construction to the gabion 
walls. 
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3. Pools outside building lines require a departure application to the municipality and 
DRP approval will be subject to the municipal approval. 
4. Proposal is to be consistent with the applicable Site Layout or Regulation Plan for 
the property. 
 
The applicable guidelines are highlighted above. 
 
The owner would like to extend the deck area between his verandah and the pool. 
Since Thesen Islands does permit pools over building lines subject to a departure from 
the guidelines, he is applying for a departure from the guidelines to allow the pool to 
be rebuilt further away from the verandah area, thereby providing more space between 
the pool and the verandah area which will also allow a greater degree of safety against 
accidentally falling into the pool. 
 
Previously, Thesen Islands did not permit pools over building lines. With the 
amendment to the guidelines, this permits the owner to move his pool and extend his 
deck area. 
 

1.2  Neighbours 
 
The property is on a waterway, therefore neighbours across the water are not affected. 
There is substantial vegetation on the boundary with P43 (western neighbour). The 
pool is only being moved forward by 1,9m and is the same distance from the side 
boundary as it is in its present position. P43 also has a pool adjacent to this boundary, 
therefore there is no affect on privacy. 
 
The pool is currently 2,7m from the side boundary. The building line on this side is 
1,5m which would have allowed the pool to be closer to the boundary and therefore 
neighbour at P43. The proposed new position of the pool maintains this distance of 
2,7m. 
 

1.3  Aesthetics 
 
The position of the new pool is 420mm lower than the existing pool. It therefore does 
not provide an increased profile but follows the natural ground levels. The existing 
gabion retaining wall on the waterway side remains intact thereby preserving the 
aesthetics of the property. 
 

2. A departure is required to allow the permitted maximum building area to be 
exceeded by 10 sqm. Dr Hofmeyr is seeking to have it legalised.  

 
The house measures 340 sqm excluding covered verandahs. Thesen Islands permits 
a maximum area of 330 sqm excluding covered verandahs. The areas stated on 



        Trevor Griffin 
        Architect                   
 
 

 
tc griffin ● b build (upe) ● b arch (upe) ● pr arch (sa) 

41 campbell drive ● knysna heights ● knysna 6570 ● tel (044) 382-0673 
cell 082-4476886 ● e-mail: trevgrif@mweb.co.za 

previous plans are incorrect, an error probably due to incorrect measuring at the time 
of drawing. This application seeks to correct this and allow the house to be compliant. 
The additional area appears to be in structures altered in the centre of the property 
and does not affect any surrounding neighbours. 
 
Conclusion 

 
The Thesen Islands Design Review Panel has approved these proposals, subject to 
the Knysna Municipality approving a departure application. 
 
Regards 
 
 
  
 
 
Trevor Griffin 
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