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Background and Purpose of the Maintenance Management Plan 
 

Knysna Municipality has historically managed the entrance to Myoli beach in an effort to enable 
vehicular access for emergency vehicles, South African National Parks and for equitable access to the 
beach for pedestrians. In doing so the municipality triggered activities 18 and 19 of Listing notice one 
described in the National Environmental Management Act 107 of 1998. Commencement occurred 
prior to the coming into effect of the EIA regulations and this Maintenance Management Plan 
(MMP) has been prepared to allow for the immediate and on-going management of the entrance to 
Myoli beach while remaining compliant with the provisions of NEMA.  

The MMP describes and guides the management and maintenance measures that will be followed in 
order to prevent unnecessary environmental damage and to ensure the defined operation of 
maintenance activities. 

The image below shows a largely unpopulated Sedgefield with little or no development in the Myoli 
area. It is evident from the photo that the area between the mouth and Cola beach has historically 
seen vast movement of sand from the beach inland with little impediments to this movement. 

 

Aerial photo circa 1930’s indicating prevalence of dunes and windblown sand at the site. 
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Site Description 
 

Myoli Beach is located within the Knysna Municipal Area, in the town of Sedgefield. Erven 1692 and 
3517 are the main focus of this MMP and both are vested in the Municipality. The main access to 
Myoli beach is at the end of Galjoen street and is bordered by a restaurant, parking area, NSRI 
building, ablution facilities, desalination plant and cleared recreational area as indicated in map 1 
below. Both erven and surrounding areas are subject to the movement of sand and periodically need 
to be cleared to provide reasonable access to the beach. The main areas that require maintenance 
are indicated in map 2 below. 

Map 1 
 

 

Map 1: Overview of main entrance to the beach showing all relevant structures and areas. 
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Map 2 
 

Map 2: Overview of areas that require maintenance.  

Applicability of the Maintenance Management Plan 
 

Maintenance is defined in Listing notice one of NEMA as:  

“…actions performed to keep a structure or system functioning or in service on the same 
location, capacity and footprint”. 

In this instance the ‘service’ is suitable access to the beach, the ‘footprint’ is the two erven described 
above which includes the parking lot and the area between the parking lot and the high water mark 
according to the parameters described in detail below. The site is required to perform essential 
management and emergency services within the Wilderness Section of the Garden Route National 
Park, notably access for large machinery for the breaching of Swartvlei estuary; access for 
emergency vehicles of the NSRI and access for municipal vehicles for maintenance of the 
desalination well points on the beach. The maintenance of the site is also necessary to ensure 
equitable access to coastal public property for members of the public including those with physical 
challenges. This aligns with the equitable access to coastal public property specified by the National 
Environmental Management: Integrated Coastal Management Act 24 of 2008 (ICMA). 
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Validity of the MMP 
 

This document must be approved by the Department of Environmental Affairs and Development 
Planning (DEA&DP) and South African National Parks (SANP) prior to its implementation and the 
commencement of any maintenance activities. The MMP will be valid for five years from the date of 
approval. 

Any deviations from the MMP over the five year period should be reviewed by Knysna Municipality 
against the relevant environmental legislation. If necessary, approvals should be obtained prior to 
commencement of any activities which deviate from this MMP. 

Environmental Management Objectives 
 

These objectives provide guidance to ensure the general duty of care in terms of NEMA which rests 
with the Knysna Municipality. The two main objectives of this MMP are listed below: 

1) Limitation of maintenance activities within the footprint of the site to avoid unnecessary 
environmental impacts; 

2) Transparent communication between the parties involved in the utilisation of the site, 
namely SANParks, Knysna Municipality, Emergency Services and immediate neighbours. 

Description of works and Permitted Activities 
 

The overall plan can be separated in two activities: The maintenance of the access track to the beach 
and the maintenance of the parking area: 

1. The maintenance of the track or access path to the beach starts at the point where the 
hardened surface of the parking lot ends, adjacent to the outside seating area of the 
restaurant, and ends roughly where the viewing deck is located or at a point where the 
height of 1,86m indicated in diagram 3 is reached. The track will be managed according to 
prescribed levels that are suitable for the movement of vehicles (indicated in diagrams 1, 2 
and 3). The sand that needs to be moved will be deposited on the south eastern slope of the 
dune and graded in a manner that facilitates access as far as possible. Sand will not be 
deposited either side of the track as this will result in the track filling up very quickly. See 
Map 3 below. 

2. The maintenance of the parking area concerns three sites where sand frequently 
accumulates: the entrance to the NSRI building; the length of the dune adjacent to the 
parking lot and the main entrance to the beach. All these sites will require the removal of 
sand to open up the parking pays and to clear the entrance to the beach. The accumulated 
sand can either be placed in the same position as the sand that will be removed from the 
track i.e. the south eastern slope of the dune or it can be moved to the recreation area on 
the northern end of the parking lot. This option is not a long term solution as the sand will 
accumulate and start to blow inland as it has done since the 1900’s. Taking into account the 
dynamic nature of the system, this sand will have to return to the beach when the volume is 
too great. These thresholds will be determined on an ongoing basis.  
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Map 3 

The required maintenance is restricted to the two activities described above:  

1. Maintenance of the track or main access to the beach for which the following works will be 
permitted: 
   
a) The grading or shaping of the entrance to the beach to a width of 8,5m at the base of 

the dune as indicated in diagram 1 below;  

 

            Diagram 1 

Proposed access track. Sand 
should not be deposited on 
either side of the track 

Area where sand will be deposited 
and sloped to a suitable gradient 
to facilitate access 
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b) The grading or shaping of the entrance to the beach to a width of 6,5m at the top of the 
dune as indicated in diagram 2 below:  

 

          Diagram 2 

c) The grading or shaping of the entrance to the beach to a height of 1,86m as indicated in 
diagram 3 below; 

 

 

   Diagram 3 
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2. Maintenance of the parking lot for which the following activities will be permitted:  
 
a) The pushing, moving or relocation of sand back to the beach from the parking area to 

periodically uncover parking bays. The lines marked for parking bays should be visible. 
b) The amount of sand removed should not exceed the amount needed to clear three 

meters from the painted line in diagram 4 below.   
c) This only relates to sand that encroaches on the parking area, it does not refer to sand 

that is part of the functional dune.  
d) Where disturbance of the dune system will be incurred by transporting the sand to the 

beach, the sand may be deposited in the cleared recreational area adjacent to the 
parking lot in map 1 above.  
 
 

 

Diagram 4: Area in front of the line above needs to be kept clear for parking.  
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Principles when undertaking works 
 

1. The angle of the slope of the dune will be maintained at approximately 1:5;  
2. Where sand accumulation requires the use of machinery such as a TLB or excavator, it will 

be the responsibility of the ECO to ensure that the machine operator is aware of the 
parameters of the MMP.  

3. The ECO will conduct an awareness exercise with all staff/contractors/sub-contractors and 
other parties involved so that there is a clear understanding of the requirement of the  MMP 
which will be readily available as a hard copy on site; 

4. All naturally occurring indigenous vegetation will be retained in situ on the dune and in the 
surrounding areas; 

5. No vegetation will be disturbed, covered, dislodged in the moving of sand. If vegetation 
becomes established in the areas designated for maintenance, the vegetation should be 
transplanted to an area where it can re-establish, such as the margins of the recreational 
area adjacent to the desalination plant or the very steep informal path in the middle of the 
dune; 

6. Vegetation is critical in limiting the movement of sand and should be encouraged to re-
establish in areas where it has been disturbed; 

7. Clear signage that discourages all other access paths to the beach will be erected in 
consultation with SANParks. Only municipal approved signage will be allowed.  

Environmental Specifications 
 

Transparency Between Parties 
 

Various parties make use of the site and require access to Myloi Beach and will be involved during 
maintenance activities, these include: 

 Knysna Municipality as the authority tasked with maintaining access to the beach in terms of 
ICMA; 

 Subcontractor or other party should KM not be undertaking the maintenance activity 
themselves, supervision of these contractors remains the responsibility of KM; 

 SANParks as an advisory role to ensure access is sufficient for their vehicular needs;  
 NSRI as an advisory role to ensure access is sufficient for their vehicular needs. 

 

Responsibilities of Knysna Municipality: 
 

Act as Environmental Control Officer (ECO) during maintenance activities, ensure all specifications of 
this document are adhered to and work is supervised to ensure minimal damage to the 
environment. 

Responsibilities of the contractor or implementing partner: 
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Where a Contractor or outside party conducts the works, the provisions contained within this 
document are binding on all parties including but not limited to the Contractors, subcontractors, and 
personnel on the property. In the event of any unnecessary environmental damage caused by any 
action, process or negligence of any party, contractor, subcontractor or personnel under the 
contractor’s employ or commission, it is the responsibility of the person who caused the damage to 
rectify and rehabilitate the affected environment at own cost, in line with the ‘polluter pays’ 
principle. The contractor is required to immediately inform the ECO of any infringements and/or 
instances of non-compliance with the document and/or instances of pollution or environmental 
degradation that occur as a result of any maintenance activities, including remediation activities. 

 

Record keeping 
 

The ECO will record all works carried out at the site including but not limited to the date, method of 
removal of sand, all parties involved and any incidents that occur during the implementation of the 
MMP. 

Financial considerations 
 

Knysna municipality will provide resources for the implementation of the MMP according to 
availability. Should SANParks or any other party undertake to implement the MMP on behalf of the 
municipality they will do so in accordance with the provisions stated herein.   

 


