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14 November 2019 

 

Knysna Municipality 

Town Planning Department 

PO Box 21 

Knysna 

6570 

 

For Attention: Manager – Town planning & Development 

 

RE:  PTN 40 OF 191 WESTFORD – MOTIVATION for permanent departure for 

relaxation of lateral & rear building lines. 

 

Dear Sir / Madam 

 

We would like to motivate, on behalf of the property owner Iain Paton, the items below: 

 

I) Permanent departure from the Section 8 Zoning Scheme for the relaxation of the eastern lateral 

building line from 30 m to 15m, bordering on Ptn 41 of 191 Westford and 

 

II) Permanent departure from the Section 8 Zoning Scheme for the relaxation of the rear building 

line (bordering on the Remainder of Erf 191 Westford) from 30 m to 10m for the stable building 

only and from 30m to 15m for the main house. 

 

In addition to the motivation letter dated 12th September 2019, our response to the key 

considerations of Section 65 of the Knysna Municipality By-law on Municipal Land Use 

Planning (2016) is as follows: 

 

(a) Character of the area 

 

The area is rural, consisting of ‘small holding’ properties, mainly residential with some farming 

and small business activities, including tourist accommodation. Many properties keep farm 

animals such as horses, cattle and poultry. 

 

(b) Impact of proposal 

 

1. The relaxation of the building lines will have minimal impact on the surrounding 

properties.  

 

Item I) The neighbours have signed consent forms indicating that they have no objections to the 

building line relaxations. The stables are in keeping with the rural farming properties nearby. 

 

Item II)  

i) The relaxation of the rear building line from 30m to 10m will be for the stable building 

only. The proximity of the stables to the boundary will have very little impact on the 

neighbours, as the stable doors face away from the boundary, hence most of the 

activities will be shielded from the neighbour. There is accommodation for a single 

groom, but one person living in the building will not impact negatively on the 
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neighbouring properties. The provision of permanent accommodation for a farm 

labourer was a condition of temporary occupation for the existing main house. 

 

ii) There is an existing departure for relaxation of the building line to 15m pertaining to the main 

house and this application will serve to amend the plans to include two first floor bedrooms, 

adding an additional 7 sqm to the existing footprint on the northern side of the house, so will not 

impact the neighbours. The addition of a covered patio on the western side of the existing 

outbuilding will add to the rural aesthetic of the building as well as providing shade from the 

afternoon sun. 

 

2. There will be no impact on municipal services. The buildings will be completely self-

sufficient with regards to electricity, water and sewer service. 

 

(c) Desirability 

 

The addition to the main house and new stables will increase the desirability of the property, as it 

will increase the property value and add more scope to the rural aspect of the property.  

 

(d) Consistency with planning legislation and policies 

  

• The property falls within the Section 8 Zoning Scheme, Agricultural Zone I, and the 

application is consistent with the development rules of the zoning scheme. 

• The proposal is consistent with the SPLUMA principles of spatial justice, spatial 

sustainability, efficiency and good administration. 

• The proposal is in line with the Section 59 of the Land Use Planning Act, No 3 of 2014 

(LUPA). The principles of spatial justice, spatial sustainability, efficiency and good 

administration. 

• The Knysna Municipality By-Law on Municipal Land Use Planning (2016). 

 

 

 

We trust that this application will receive your favourable attention. Please do not hesitate to 

contact us should you need any clarification or additional information. 

 

 

Yours faithfully 

Andrew King 


