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Youth Development workshop a success  
 
In support of Youth Development, the Knysna Municipality Youth Desk, in partnership with Mind 
Movement Entertainment and Events, hosted a workshop/ training session within Greater 
Knysna on April 3 and 4. These workshops, hosted at the Knysna Secondary School, were 
aimed at the youth of Greater Knsyna who participated and were awarded Golden Tickets 
during Youth Talent Auditions that were held in February and March 2017. 
 
The participants and various celebrities, including Afrotainment record label owner DJ Tira, 
actor and film producer Dumisani Dlamini, music producer Ngane Sikobi, fashion mogul and 
celebrity stylist Pamela James and choreographer and dancer Flexi were welcomed by 
Executive mayor, Eleanore Bouw-Spies, Councillors Cathy Weideman and Mandla Matiwane.  
 
Bouw-Spies addressed the eager and excited Golden Tickets winners as they waited to be 
mentored by the celebrities. "It is not often that I am faced with such a myriad of talent. 
Congratulations to each one of you [115 individuals] who received the coveted Golden Ticket 
during our Youth Talent Development Programme. Looking at you and knowing your talent 
makes me burst with pride.” 
 
The Golden Ticket winners will further be afforded an opportunity to perform in the June 16 
Youth Day celebrations to be held at Loerie Park. The Youth Desk has started with preparations 
and are already engaging with the youth to see how they can play a role during the planning 
and implementation phases. This includes utilising their photography, poster design, marketing 
and performing skills. 
 
Bouw-Spies thanked the Youth Desk and Youth Council: “Thank you to our Youth Council and 
Youth Desk for organising the Youth Talent Development Programme. Being our future leaders, 
we understand that we cannot have a vision to build a town where people prosper and not bring 
the youth into our planning and programmes. We are therefore grateful that Greater Knysna has 
a fully functional Youth Council and Youth Desk who have demonstrated a wealth of innovative 
ideas. I thank these energetic individuals for their vision.” 
 
Graphic designer and multi-medium artist, Carlyle Lodewyk (27) from Rheenendal was excited 
to participate in the workshop and said: “This is such an awesome opportunity, it is the best 
thing that the municipality could have done for us as artists. The motivation from the celebrities 
gives us hope and encourages us to continue. I am so grateful for this opportunity to be in the 



same room with masters in their field. I remain hopeful because they also started where we are 
now and have persevered.” 
 
Singer, Ibanathi Kanzi (15) from Concordia, who was also present during the workshop added: 
“I am inspired by the words given by the mayor, celebrities and municipal staff today. I have 
been singning since I was 9 years-old. I am excited and looking forward to performing on June 
16. I want to aspire to inspire before I expire.”  
 
The workshop was ended with group discussions conducted per ward, where participants had 
the opportunity to deliberate on the way forward for the Youth Day event. 
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