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 Working together to ensure water security 
  
KNYSNA - THE WATER situation in the Knysna Municipality has reached critical levels with 
reserves of this precious resource down to 23 days at the current rate of consumption. 
  
Knysna Executive Mayor, Georlene Wolmarans, urges: "Knysna is on high alert. We appeal to 
all residents of Knysna to make a conscious effort to conserve water and cut consumption to 
ensure we get through this thirsty time that is upon our town." 
  
The situation is dire, with the Akkerkloof Dam which is the main reserve facility for Knysna at a 
critical level of 34% and the Glebe Dam at under 5% which means it can no longer supply the 
system. 
  
"Each and every one of us needs to think twice about how we use water," says Wolmarans, 
"with the reality being that we need to cut our usage in half to meet sustainable targets and 
make our reserves last longer." 
  
The consumption target for the greater municipality, which has been widely published, is 8 
megalitres of water per day. Currently we are significantly more - 12,8 megalitres per day. In 
Sedgefield the target is 1,9 megalitres, while the current consumption stands at 2,4 megalitres. 
  
"Unless all Knysna residents start working together, we run the risk that our taps will run dry 
within the next couple of months," says Wolmarans, "We have reached the point where we need 
to implement desperate measures to avert disaster." 
  
The Municipality is considering a range of measures to address the issue: 
  

 The implementation of punitive tariffs to curb wasteful usage; 

 The roll-out of a water awareness campaign aimed to inform, educate and motivate; 

 Strict enforcement of water restriction measures such as the installation of meters with a 
water management device that limits water supply to properties; 

 A water leak repair programme, and 

 If we fail to reduce consumption the municipality will have to institute water "shedding" and 
rationing.  

  
Wolmarans says: "It has become clear we cannot rely on rainfall to save us. The Municipality is 
doing everything we can to address the state of affairs, but each and every one of us can do our 
part at home as well." 
  
Tips to reduce water consumption at home: 
  

 Take a short shower instead of a bath. 

 Only flush the toilet when absolutely necessary (preferably using a dual-flush system). 



 Set your appliances to economy mode - washing machines and dishwashers. 

 Water your garden only at dusk (18:00 to 19:00) on designated days (Mondays, 
Wednesdays & Fridays for houses with even numbers, and Tuesdays, Thursdays & 
Saturdays for houses with odd numbers). 

 Use grey water (run-off from the washing machine, sink, shower etc.) in the garden if 
possible. 

 Don't brush your teeth, wash the dishes or shave with the tap running. 

 Wash your car with a bucket and not the hose. 

 Don't top-up the swimming pool for the time-being. 
  
Other, more extensive measures can also be considered like installing catchment tanks to store 
rain water, drilling a borehole or digging a well. 
  
"We are confident that if we come together as a community, we can prevent the impact of the 
drought that has devastated the rest of South Africa from affecting our beautiful town," says 
Wolmarans, "It is only by working together toward this common goal that we can attain success. 
  
"Let's show the rest of the Garden Route and the country how it is done." 
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