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Mayor of the people 
 

Knysna executive mayor, Eleanore Bouw-Spies, together with members of her mayoral 
committee and acting municipal manager, Carl Mattheus embarked on a roadshow on Friday, 
September 2 to introduce herself and the committee to all municipal staff members within 
Greater Knysna. 
 

The contingent travelled to Sedgefield, Brenton-on-Sea and in and around Knysna chatting to 
the around 700 municipal staff members explaining the new council’s vision and listening to 
concerns from various staff members. 
 

“The elections are now over and the DA [Democratic Alliance] is the preferred council. This 
does not mean that the DA is now on a witch-hunt to remove anybody that didn’t vote for us,” 
she said. 
 

She continued: “In our five year term we are committed to improve our service and for us to do 
this we need you to do the best you possibly can.” Bouw-Spies explained that as they, the 
council had chosen to be the council; the municipal staff members had chosen to be the officials 
and administrators. “We as council give you our commitment and we need yours to make our 
municipality one of the best municipalities in the county.” 
 

The mayor reminded the staff how fortunate they were to have a job and said: “There are many 
that would do anything for a job, since we have been elected not a day goes by without 
somebody begging for a job, any job. We want to establish a culture of pride. We want you to be 
come to work and be proud of what you are doing, and that the work you are doing is efficient 
and that you are capable and that you are responsive to people out there.  
 

“As with any corporate company or business there is absolutely no place in the Knysna 
Municipality for insubordination or disrespect. There are channels that you may follow should 
you be concerned about certain actions within your department or the municipality and I urge 
you today to follow those channels. 
“Any municipality, which includes ours, should be operating with transparency, and that is 
exactly what we will do. But when we are getting disinformation fed to the public and the media 
it takes away valuable time from us in managing the damage done, time that we could be using 
to further the benefits of the residents living in Greater Knysna.” 
She reminded those present that the municipality encourages growth and invited staff to speak 
to their superiors and find out ways of improving their education. “We will acknowledge 
exceptional work ethic and we will instil this in every department so that you will feel valued and 



treasured. We truly believe that if we did not have you as part of this team we will not be as 
successful as we know we are going to be.” 
In closing she thanked the staff for their time and said: “I am happy that we had this opportunity 
to meet you and chat to you, and I know that together we will turn this municipality into the best 
in the country.” 
 

ENDS 
 

CAPTIONS 
 

Photo 1 

The Knysna executive mayor, Eleanore Bouw-Spies, members of the mayoral committee and 
the acting municipal manager, Carl Mattheus hold an informal meeting with the municipal staff in 
Sedgefield. Photos: Out There Communications 
 

Photo 2 

The executive mayor of Knysna, Eleanore Bouw-Spies addressed municipal staff members in 
Brenton-on-Sea. The mayor, her mayoral committee members and the acting municipal 
manager, Carl Mattheus introduced themselves to all staff members in the Greater Knysna on 
Friday, September 2. 
 

Photo 3 

Staff from the Knysna Municipality’s - Public Works department seen listening to executive 
mayor, Eleanore Bouw-Spies. 
 

Photos 4 

Knysna executive mayor, Eleanore Bouw-Spies shares a light moment with municipal staff 
member Carol Williams while visiting Brenton-on-Sea. 
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