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Don’t dump in Storm Drains 
 
Dumping into storm water drains is not only wrong, it is illegal. 
 
The Knysna Municipality is cracking down on people who dump their building rubble and other 
waste products into Greater Knysna’s Storm water drains. 
 
Storm water, or rain water, flows into the storm drains that are visible on street corners or at 
intervals alongside pavements, or into roadside ditches. 
 
Unlike the water that flows down the drains inside homes that goes to sewage treatment 
facilities, the storm drain system is completely separate; water in the storm drain receive no 
treatment or filtering process. 
 
This means that any pollution that gets washed into the storm drains go directly into our 
streams, rivers and eventually into our lagoons and estuary. 
 
It has been noted that the most common storm water pollution comes from construction sites, 
automotive fluids, erosion, paint, litter or any other industrial construction and household 
materials. 
 
The municipality is asking Greater Knysna residents to be mindful of the waterways and to keep 
all areas clean and sweep up litter and debris within businesses and residential yards. “I am 
appealing to all construction contractors to refrain from dumping their construction waste into 
our storm water systems. The amount of congealed paint, broken bricks and other illegal waste 
we find in our storm water is absolutely mind boggling. Please ensure that building rubble gets 
disposed of in the correct and legal manner. Our Law Enforcement officials will be keeping a 
watchful eye on construction sites and how rubble is being disposed of. Also keep all rubbish 
skips and wheelie bins covered and clean. Check these devices to ensure that they have no 
leaks,” advised Acting Municipal Manager, Bevan Ellman. 
 
Clean water is all about prevention and being aware of behaviors that can lead to storm water 
pollution. By using simple good practices around work sites and abiding by the Knysna 
Municipal by-laws with regard to waste disposal, business owners and employees can help 
minimize pollution that can enter Greater Knysna’s waterways. 
 
  
 



Vehicles can leak fuel, oil and other harmful fluids that can be picked up by storm water that 
flows into our waterways, poisoning fish and shellfish. Sediments from erosion can cloud the 
water, suffocating fish and blocking the light needed for water plants to survive. 
 
Industrial and commercial activities with uncovered outdoor storage or process areas, loading 
docks and equipment maintenance and washing areas may also contribute pollutant to urban 
run-off. Bacteria and chemicals can wash into swimming areas and create health hazards. 
 
“We all have a part to play in keeping our waterways clean. By understanding the problems and 
following Greater Knysna’s by-laws we can all decrease storm water pollution, help clean up our 
waterways and ensure a brighter future for us all,” concluded Ellman. 
 
Visit the Knysna Municipal website, www.knysna.gov.za for details of the relevant by-laws. 
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