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• How does Council 
decide which 
projects will be 
implemented? 

We all have the opportunity to choose to look at every situation as either 
a grievance or a miracle - I choose the miracle and I believe many others 
do too”

I start my column today with the words of a young woman, Sarah-Jane 
Barnhoorn who passed away recently. Sarah had cancer and made this 
comment on social media six days before she passed away, and this is why 
I found it so inspirational. 

Knysna once again brought in the accolades when the TripAdvisor Travellers’ 
Choice Awards 2015 were announced at the end of March. We were number 
2 on the list of “Top 10 places to visit in South Africa” and number 5 in the 
“Top 10 Destinations in Africa”. 

During the subsequent discussion there was much said, for and against our 
Main Road, and as much as Knysna is so much more than that - beaches, 
forests, people, estuaries, National Parks and slow towns - we have to 
agree that certain parts of the Main Road have lost their quaintness. The 
Municipality’s LED Department had various meetings with key stakeholders to discuss ways to improve the 
aesthetics. We are in the process of drawing up new signage guidelines that will create a less cluttered look, colour 
guidelines for roofs and shop fronts will be enforced and specific efforts to promote cleanliness and upkeep of 
buildings will be built in as part of the action plan.  

What was interesting was that most of the positive comments came from individuals that were involved in projects 
that are already making a difference. Amongst them are Sarah and Stella Sohn. Sarah started Hands, a craft collective 
with a group of crafters that offer training, marketing and sales opportunities to a variety of crafters in the area, and 
the beautiful pots in the Main Road were the brainchild of Stella Sohn. Stella’s project will soon also include urban 
furniture. 

As there are a variety of owners in the Main Road, the solution is not a simple one. It requires a team effort and buy-
in from landlords. Woodmill Lane is a great example – they are investing money to upgrade the look and feel of the 
stalls in Templeman Square. Not their responsibility, but everyone around Templeman Square will benefit, including 
them. The social media forum that discussed the Main Road suggested a “Revamp-committee” with talented people 
– what a good idea! The municipality will support any group of people who strive to make Knysna a better place. 
We may not always be able to offer financial assistance, but we have a variety of other resources we can share. 

Have you heard of the Bonnievale DREAM project that was started by Bonnievale architect Theuns Kruger? The 
project was started in 2007 to beautify Bonnievale, but quickly grew into an initiative involving 42 towns in South 
Africa. The project set out to beautify the town and improve the quality of life of residents. 

Theuns had a simple theory - people look after things they pay for. It started with plants being planted at the 
entrances of the town. Theuns organised trees at a discounted price to be delivered to residents’ front doors, the 
municipality dug the holes for the trees and the residents only had to take out their wallets and pay for the trees. 
As they paid, they also cared for the trees, the environment was a bit more beautiful and residents were happier 
and prouder.

There is no constitution, no bank account and no committee for the DREAM project. This is to exclude politics and 
political agendas from the project - DREAM is purely a community initiative with residents working towards a 
common goal, to create a beautiful 
environment to be proud of.

I want to call on you today to get 
involved – one way or another – 
in a project or an initiative that 
makes a difference. It is easy 
to criticise and complain from 
behind the computer and in your 
own home, but to come up with 
solutions, and to make them 
happen - that is the real challenge. 
So many initiatives have been 
started already with huge 
success; should we not follow in 
their footsteps and create our own 
DREAM Knysna? I look forward 
to meeting you along the way.

Georlene Wolmarans 

Executive Mayor
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South Africa celebrates 21 years of freedom on 
Freedom Day, 27 April. This date marks the first free 
and fair elections held in the new South Africa in 1994. 
Not only was this the first time that many of us were 
allowed to vote, but the results of this election led 
to important institutions such as the Constitution of 
South Africa.

We all enjoy a great measure of freedom under this 
document: freedom of expression and freedom of 
speech; the freedom to choose our own religion; and, 
most importantly, to be free from discrimination on 
any grounds - including race, gender, age, religion and 
sexual preference. But it is important to remember that 
our Constitution affords these rights to all of us, and 
that we are privileged to enjoy these rights.

They have been afforded to us through the immense 
struggle and sacrifice of generations of activists, 
freedom fighters and ordinary people. But freedom is 
nothing without tolerance and, if we are not tolerant 
of each other, it means that we are not tolerant of our 
Constitution. And that is a slight against every single 
person who fought hard to liberate South Africa.

So let us be tolerant, let us be grateful, and let us 
work towards even greater freedom for all – and 
the practical implementation of that freedom. If we 
start here in Knysna our gratitude and tolerance will 
soon flow into our neighbouring towns and cities. 
And before long we won’t only create a town where 
people and nature prosper, but a whole country.
Georlene Wolmarans • Executive Mayor



During Mr Easton’s career he has occupied a number of senior 
positions within various local government forums, such as the 
Institute for Municipal Finance Officers and the Major Cities 
Association where he worked on a complexity of matters from 
VAT to electricity supply to urban development. He has also been 
an advisor to the Office of State President on Rural Development.

Mr Easton served as an external examiner for the Graduate 
School of Business at the University of Johannesburg, and 
an external lecturer for the University of Stellenbosch and 
University of Cape Town. I believe it is the latter two roles which 
have made Mr Easton so passionate about mentorship and 
capacity building for young recruits into the local government 
arena. 

Mayor Wolmarans addressed Mr Easton directly by saying that 
he has one of the most difficult tasks ahead of him. “You know 
the size and nature of the task you have to deal with. You know 
what is expected of you and your administration. I know and all 
the Councillors before you today know, that you are the right 
person for this job. Be assured that you have the full support and 
backing of this Council to do whatever you are required to do to 
make this a town where people and nature prosper.”

Knysna Council at its meeting of 
March 26th resolved to appoint 
Mr. Grant Easton as the new 
Municipal Manager for Knysna, 
effective 1 April 2015.

Addressing Council, the 
Executive mayor, Cllr Georlene 
Wolmarans stated that it had 
not been an easy task to find 
someone with the right skills, 

capacity and knowledge to lead the Municipal Administration. 
“Someone of Mr. Easton’s stature does not come along every 
day. Of course it is especially pleasing that he is from our town 
and has been a Director within the Municipality for over ten 
years. This means he can hit the ground running!”

Mr. Easton has an extensive and lengthy history in Local 
Government. He commenced work with the City of Johannesburg 
in 1984, and after spending 14 years there, he realized that the 
Western Cape was where he wanted to continue his career. He 
was the Director responsible for Budgeting & Accounting at the 
City of Cape Town for four years before moving to Knysna in Jan. 
2003 and taking up the position of Chief Financial Officer.

Grant Easton: 
New Municipal Manager for Knysna  

The Land Claims process has been re-opened; have you lodged a claim? 

your outstanding claim.

People who lost land rights and now want 
to submit a claim must go to their nearest 
lodgement centre. For Knysna residents 
this means they must visit the Commission 
offices in George, at Shamrock Place in 
York Street, behind the FNB. The contact 
number is 044-874 0021. The Commission 
has also bought a number of mobile office 
units that will go to identified areas in all the 
provinces to enable any claimant who cannot 
go to their offices to claim. Information on 
all the lodgement offices is also available on 
www.ruraldevelopment.gov.za 

When you go to lodge your claim the 
following information will be needed:

• A certified copy of your South African 
green bar-coded identity document or 
Smart ID card.

• A signed letter authorizing you to act 
on behalf of your family or community, 
signed by two witnesses (power of 
attorney), if you are acting on behalf of 
your family or community.

• A list of the people you represent.

• The description of the property, e.g. 
farm name and number or erf or stand 
number in an urban area. 

• Information about the department or 
state organisation that acquired the 
land, e.g. Department of Native Affairs. 

It is important for Knysna Municipality that 
its residents are fully aware of their rights and 
responsibilities. So, although the restitution 
of land rights is not the responsibility of 
municipalities, Council wants to ensure that 
those members of our community who lost 
land due to racial laws and practices are kept 
up to date on the land claims process.

In terms of the Restitution of Land Rights 
Act, Act 22 of 1994, claims for restitution 
of land should have been lodged by 31 
December 1998. About 2 000 claimants 
registered their claims in Knysna, either as 
an individual claim, or as part of a community 
claim. However, a national evaluation of the 
restitution programme has shown that there 
are many people, in Knysna and elsewhere 
in the country, who were excluded from 
the process before 1998 for a number of 
reasons. Because of this the Department of 
Rural Development and Land Reform have 
amended the Restitution Act to allow for 
people to lodge claims until 30 June 2019. 

In the country there are about 8 700 claims 
which were lodged before the 1998 cut-
off date but have not yet been resolved, 
while others have only been settled in part. 
These outstanding claims will be processed 
simultaneously with the new claims, with 
priority being given to those that were lodged 
before 1998. If you have an outstanding 
claim you must not re-lodge a claim, but 
should rather approach the Commission to 
find out what progress has been made with 

• The year the land was taken away. 

• What money or compensation was 
given at the time, if any? 

• Details of the person who lost the right. 

• Details of the claimant and the capacity 
in which you are acting, e.g. community 
representative, son, executor of an 
estate, etc. 

• History of land dispossession. 

Your documentation will be captured 
electronically on the Commission’s computer 
system and a notification of receipt will be 
issued to you immediately. If you do not 
receive a notification letter, your claim has 
not been properly submitted, so please insist 
on a notification letter before you leave the 
Commission offices. This letter will contain 
your unique reference number, which you 
will need to give the Commission whenever 
you are following up on your claim. It is very 
important that you do not lose this number. 

Commission staff must assist you in 
completing your claim and you are not 
allowed to take the claims forms away 
from the offices. No claims forms will be 
distributed to members of the public and no 
one is required to pay any money to lodge 
a claim. If you are asked for payment, it is 
illegal and must be reported immediately.

You can phone the toll-free number 0800 
007 095 or contact the provincial office for 
information on progress on your claim. 



The Land Claims process has been re-opened; have you lodged a claim? 

Council is responsible for delivering basic services to its communities 
at a standard that is acceptable to the community and as prescribed 
by national legislation, policies and directives. The current municipal 
assets need to be maintained and, in certain instances, new assets need 
to be established to deliver these requirements. Projects regarding 
the development and maintenance of assets are normally identified 
via infrastructure master planning, infrastructure development plans, 
maintenance plans and national programmes.

Secondly, during engagement with communities and key stakeholders, 
requests are made for various projects and programmes. These 
requests are made throughout the year, and most particularly 
during the Integrated Development Planning (IDP) processes, where 
communities are requested to identify and agree upon key projects in 
their specific ward. 

All of these projects, irrespective from where they originated, are 
listed as projects in the annual Integrated Development Plan (IDP). 

Council needs to identify financial and other resources to implement 
all the capital projects, programmes and the wards’ identified needs. It 
is understandable that municipalities do not have access to sufficient 
resources and can never meet the expectations of all its residents 
at once. It is therefore crucial to prioritise the allocation of secured 
funding to ensure that at least “immediate issues” are addressed. 
Such a prioritisation process is necessary to ensure growth of the 
municipality and the municipal area as a whole, but also to continue 
delivering on its core service delivery mandate, namely, access to 
water, sanitation, electricity, refuse removal, roads, parks, community 
facilities, and so forth.

In order to try and ensure a fair approach to prioritising projects, 
Council uses a model based on weights allocated to pre-approved 
criteria:

• IDP strategic objectives: The capital projects/programmes 
identified should be prioritised to ensure that they support the 
strategic objectives of Council and the needs of the community. 

• Services master plan objectives: The master plan for each of the 
municipal services identifies key objectives for the respective 
services and a list of activities to ensure growth and to maintain 

the related assets. The services are prioritised in terms of the 
urgency to address the activities identified and is based on 
the risk that the service might collapse or deteriorate if not 
addressed.

• Project dynamics: The prioritisation of projects for the IDP cycle 
in the municipality does not start from a zero base. The existing 
schedule of capital projects consists of a mixture of roll-over 
previously committed to projects, grant funded projects (where 
the grant is dictated to the Municipality and can only be used 
for specific purposes, such as housing), counter funding 
commitments (partly paid by Council, and the remainder is 
provided by Provincial or National government), and operational 
expenditure requirements. The above issues are considered to 
ensure that the momentum in delivering the capital programme 
is not disrupted.

• Project consequence: this category determines the consequence 
if the project/program is not implemented.

The weight set per criteria varies from 100 to 5, based on the importance 
of the criteria set. The higher the weight, the more important is the 
criteria, which determines the priority it is given.  A prioritized Multi-
year Capital Programme is then generated to be considered by the 
Mayoral Committee and the IDP and Budget Steering Committees. 
The final projects and programmes are then included in the annual 
municipal budget and performance against the budget will be reviewed 
quarterly.

The municipality allocates an amount of R200 000 to each ward, 
for this current financial year, that must be utilised to address the 
prioritised needs of the ward, especially where a project is too small 
for the above methodology. Only projects listed on the IDP and which 
are not included in the prioritised budget schedule may be prioritised 
in terms of this allocation. These projects are prioritised by the Ward 
Committees, under the chair of the Ward Councillors. The completed 
ward-based prioritised lists are submitted to Council for approval 
as part of the IDP, whereafter the municipality will implement these 
capital projects/programmes.

For the 2014/15 financial year, the following are some of the ward 
projects that were identified for implementation:

How does Council decide which 
projects will be implemented? 

WARD PROJECTS IMPLEMENTED

Ward 01
Replacing existing braais on The Island  •  New braais in Smutsville  •  The purchase of new sports 
equipment  •  Surplus funds are to be used for paving sidewalks in David Curry Street

Ward 02 Additional braai facilities in Karatara  •  Paving in the Sedgefield CBD  •  Alterations to the Sedgefield fire station

Ward 03 Resurface the Dam se Bos sportsfield and pave the access road  •  Construction of Sewende Avenue

Ward 04 Paving of various roads in the Ward using labour intensive methods

Ward 05
Construction of walkways at Brenton-on-Sea  •  Paving of parking area at the Rheenendal 
Community Hall  •  Development of a new playpark in Rheenendal

Ward 06
Rehabilitation work on the Hlalani Sportsfield  •  Repairs to a pedestrian bridge  •  Upgrade 
parks in Hornlee  •  Rehabilitation work on Kaalkol Road in Nekkies West

Ward 07 Paving of Gwayi Street  •  Playpark in Khayalethu Valley and Idam

Ward 08 Playpark upgrade in Concordia

Ward 09 All funds have been allocated to pothole repairs

Ward 10
Paving of various CBD sidewalks  •  Tourism infrastructure, including signage  •  Urban 
landscaping, such as benches in Costa Sarda  •  Additional “Knysna in Bloom” potplants



Knysna, where people and nature prosper 

The organisers of the Mr. Gay World competition 
announced on March 27th that the grand finale, originally 

to be held in Cape Town, will be moved to Knysna.

Knysna Executive Mayor Georlene Wolmarans said that it is 
quite a feather in Knysna’s cap to host the grand finale. “It 
once again reinforces our popularity as a destination and I 

hope that the international and national exposure for Knysna 
will benefit the local economy on a variety of levels

Knysna to host Mr. Gay World Grand Finale  

The 2015/2016 draft budget is currently available 
on the municipal website, in libraries and municipal 
offices, for public comment. Submissions can be 
made until Friday 24 April 2015. The final budget 

must be adopted by the end of May this year.

Draft Budget 

WEEK

SEDGEFIELD 
CONSUMPTION

TARGET 
1ML/DAY

RAINFALL
(mm)

KNYSNA 
CONSUMPTION

TARGET
7 ml/DAY

RAINFALL
(mm) 

AKKERKLOOF 
DAM LEVEL

% FULL

9 – 15 MAR 2.1 1 12.1 0 44%

16 – 22 MAR 2.0 15 11.6 14.9 42%

23 – 29 MAR 1.7 89.5 11.0 74.5 42%

30 MAR – 5 APR 2.0 70.2 11.7 68.8 45%

WATERING TIMES
Watering times are 6pm – 7pm on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays for 

gardens on even street numbers and Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays for 
gardens on odd street numbers. Water is precious, please use responsibly.

Latest Water Usage Statistics  

Council Snippets

DATES TO REMEMBER - MUNICIPAL MEETINGS

23 April Planning, Development & Infrastructure Committee Meeting 5 May Governance & Economic 
Development Committee Meeting

23 April Ward Committee Meeting: Ward 1 5 May Ward Committee Meeting: Ward 8

28 April Ward Committee Meeting: Ward 2 6 May Finance Committee Meeting

28 April Ward 1 Budget & IDP Public Participation Meeting 12 May Community Services Committee Meeting

29 April Ward 7 Budget & IDP Public Participation Meeting 13 May Planning, Development & Infrastructure 
Committee Meeting

30 April Mayoral Committee Meeting 21 May Mayoral Committee Meeting

30 April Ward 10 Budget & IDP Public Participation Meeting 28 May Ordinary Council Meeting

30 April Ward Committee Meeting: Ward 5 28 May Ward Committee Meeting: Ward 3

DATES TO REMEMBER - COMMEMORATIVE DAYS & EVENTS

24/25 
April Knysna Rose Society Autumn Rose Show 29 April 

– 3 May
Globeflight Pink Loerie Mardi 
Gras & Arts Festival

26/27 
April 7 Passes MTB Race 1 May Worker’s Day

27 April Freedom Day 14–17 May Jaguar Simola Hillclimb

15/16 May Knysna / Sedgefield Hospice Annual Ballet


