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Appreciate your
democratic right

July 2014

Knysna Municipal draft
budget 2014/15 to be tabled
Executive Mayor Georlene Wolmarans will table 
the 2014/15 draft budget during an ordinary 
Council Meeting during March 2014. The Draft 
Budget will afterwards be available on the 
municipal website and local libraries for public 
comment.

Contact us:
ALL SECTIONS 

OFFICE HOURS:
Telephone: 

044 302 6300 
Facsimile: 

044 302 6333
EMERGENCIES 

ALL HOURS: 
044 302 8911

CUSTOMER SERVICES: 
SMS: 44453 | 

customercare@knysna.gov.za

Email: 
knysna@knysna.gov.za

Follow us on twitter 
@KnysnaMuni
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CALL 

0800 214 764 
TO ROOT OUT  CORRUPTION 

AND FRAUD

WARD PROJECT PROGRAMME 

Changes in Council Leadership 

( )

Hands Design Collective Cooperative ( )

stRave reviews for the 31  annual Pick 'n Pay Knysna Oyster Festival ( )
(by Thereza Lozier)

The 31st annual Pick n Pay Knysna Oyster Festival was held 4-13 July 2014. Festival Manager Nicci Rousseau-Schmidt says the festival saw many improvements 
from previous years. "For the first time mid-week events like the Knysna Wine Festival, the Flavours of Knysna gourmet evening and the Comedy Shuckle were 
sold out. Retailers and restauranteurs have reported better business than in previous years, and hoteliers ranging from budget to luxury have commented that 
mid-week occupancies were much better compared to the past. 

Athletes who participated in the BIG5 Sport Challenge and the first ever 'Lite' option commented on the camaraderie of being part of the week-long challenge 
which has gained traction. Cyclists complimented organisers on the improved routes, which were more scenic and also safer in terms of traffic control, and the 
marathon was once again a sold out highlight. I also want to express thanks on behalf of the Festival to all of the event organisers, the sponsors, Knysna 
Tourism and the municipality for the support that has made the festival a success year after year."

Upcoming events
National Women's Day: 9 August 

th36  Convention of the Fynbos Forum: 4  7 August
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CHANGES IN COUNCIL LEADERSHIP

Please mark these event dates on your calendar:
th•  36  Convention of the Fynbos Forum:  4 - 7 August

•  National Women's Day: 9 August 

Upcoming Events Upcoming Events 

The Knysna Municipal Council 
made two changes at a Special 

thCouncil Meeting on the 7  of July 
when replacements for the late 
Cllr Magda Williams and former 
Speaker Michelle Wasserman 
were announced. 

Ms. Eleanore Bouw-Spies was 
sworn in as the new councillor for 
ward 5 following the DA's win of 
the by-election on Wednesday 

ndJuly 2 . Cllr Bouw-Spies was also 
appointed the new Speaker after 
Cllr Wasserman's resignation.

K n y s n a  E xe c u t i v e  M a y o r,  
Georlene Wolmarans,  a lso 
announced changes to her 
Mayoral Committee. “Cllr Ray 
Barrell takes the place of Cllr 
Richard Dawson as Chairperson of 
the Section 80 Committee for 
Governance and Economic 
Development and Cllr Irene Grootboom fills the position of 
Chairperson of the Section 80 Committee for Community Services, 
previously held by the late Magda Williams.”

She said the sudden passing of Magda did not only necessitate a by-
election, it also left a void in the Mayoral Committee. “Now with the 
by-election behind us I have been given the opportunity to review 
and appoint new members to assist me in moving our mandate 
forward.” 

The Council's new Executive Leadership is: Cllr Georlene Wolmarans, 
Executive Mayor, Cllr Esmé Edge, Deputy Executive Mayor & 
Chairperson: Finance Committee, Cllr Eleanore Bouw-Spies, Speaker 
Cllr Ray Barrell, Chairperson: Governance & Economic Development 
Committee, Cllr Irene Grootboom, Chairperson: Community 

Services, Cllr Louisa Hart, Chairperson: Planning, Development & 
Infrastructure Committee

The Mayor paid special tribute to Councillors Wasserman and 
Dawson. “Cllr Dawson has served the Council very well in many 
leadership roles, first as Speaker and later as a member of the 
Mayoral Committee. Cllr Wasserman did an exceptional job as 
Speaker and I wish her well with her future endeavours. Both 
councillors will now be able to devote more time and energy to 
serving the residents of their wards.” 

She said that it was their vision to build a town where people and 
nature prosper, and that they are making great strides towards 
achieving this goal. “I am confident that this newly appointed 
Mayoral Committee has the right mixture of experience, knowledge 
and expertise to help us to continue to deliver the best service to our 
communities.”

Hands Design 
Collective Cooperative

Hands Design 
Collective Cooperative
As part of the initiative to facilitate economic development 
within the hand craft industry in the Greater Knysna the 
Economic Development Department has facilitated the 
establishment of the Hands Design Collective Co-operative. 

Ilse van Schalkwyk, Manager: Economic Development, said the 
department partnered with leading local crafters who are 
actively involved in this sector as craft entrepreneurs. “We want 
to provide support for the needs of creative businesses in the 
local economy and grow the region's craft and design sector. 
The Hands Co-op has been assisted by our local SEDA branch as 
well as the Economic Development department with the vision 
that they will provide a single resource centre for crafters to gain 
access to support services.”

The services will include: 
• Product support - to provide an environment in which 
designers and craft producers can further develop their existing 
products or prototype new products; 

•  Business support - to help craft producers and designers to 

develop skills in creativity, business and production 

management, and marketing;
•  Market support - to assist designers and craft producers to 
define and reach their targeted markets.
 

She said that there are many talented individuals in the Knysna 
area but to see their businesses flourish, they require sales. 
“Unfortunately as with any business venture you need to be a 
good marketer and understand branding and product trends to 
ensure the success of your business. The vision for Hands is to 
take the business support required and centralise this in the form 
of a co-op where crafters can access this support service, get 
access to training, get their products market ready and gain 
access to different marketing opportunities. This will convert to 
more orders for their products. We work with craft producers, 
designers and a wide range of other creative entrepreneurs. 
Although Hands is at the incubation stage, the potential is 
infinite and we encourage crafters to make use of Hands and the 
services offered.”

The Hands Co-op can be contacted at 
handsdesigncollective@gmail.com or the shop can be visited 
in Woodmill Lane. Interested parties can also visit the Hands 
Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/handsdesigncollective) for more 
information on news, events and projects. 

To register on the craft database, contact Ilse van Schalkwyk 
(ivanschalkwyk@knysna.gov.za). Registration will enable you to 
get involved in the future training and support programmes for 
all crafters from export clubs to product development. 

The Western Cape Premier's Entrepreneurship Recognition Awards 
2014 is the second year of this prestigious programme to recognize 
the importance, achievements and potential of some of the 
Province's most exciting entrepreneurs. By acknowledging, 
supporting and showcasing successful entrepreneurs, this Awards 
programme helps to build a culture of entrepreneurship, encourage 
new start-ups as well as business excellence and achievement.

The judging process

A panel of experienced, independent and expert 
judges will evaluate all entries using a standard 
scoring system. All judges will be required to sign a 
confidentiality agreement to ensure the 
confidentiality of entrants' information.
Three finalists per category will be selected and 
the winner will be chosen from these finalists. Site 
visits may be conducted to verify the information 
provided.
Finalists may also be required to give a short 
presentation on their business or student idea to 
the judging panel, and answer questions from the 
panel. Failure to attend this presentation may 
result in a finalist not being considered, or being 
replaced by the next eligible finalist.

The prizes
Winner, emerging 
business:- R90,000 cash
Winner, established 
business:- R90,000 cash
Winner, social 
enterprise:- R90,000 
cash
Winner, green business:- 
R90,000 cash
Winner, best student 
idea:- R90,000 cash
O v e r a l l  w i n n e r :  
Entrepreneur of the 
Year:- Trip for two people 
t o  a t t e n d  a  g l o b a l  
entrepreneurship event 
or international trade fair, 
to the value of R100,000 
AND R50,000 in cash to 
be used to develop the 

For competition rules, terms and conditions and 
any further information visit this website: 
www.wcpremiersawards.co.za or e-mail them on 
entries@wcpremiersawards.co.za. The closing 
date for entries is 15 August 2014.

To streamline communication and make it easier for the public to reach the municipality, the telephone numbers of the 
various Departments have been consolidated. All telephone numbers with the exception of the Sedgefield Fire Station 
now start with the digits “302”. Please take note of the following important numbers:

Sedgefield Switchboard  (All Sections): 044 302 6500 
Account Enquiries  044 302 6510  044 302 6558 or 044 302 6559
Electrical Department  044 302 6524   
Technical Services  044 302 6514 or 044 302 6563   
Solid Waste Department 044 302 6507   
Fire Station  044 349 2900 

The number for the Emergency Services  (044 302 8911) remains the same. 

Knysna : 044 302 6300
Sedgefield : Knysna : 
Sedgefield : Knysna :
Sedgefield : Knysna : 
Sedgefield : Knysna : 
Sedgefield : Knysna : 

044 302 6397 or 044 302 6399
044 302 6331 or 044 302 6334
044 302 6405
044 302 8911
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The prizes are as follows:

Premier's 
Entrepreneurship

Recognition Awards
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