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From the 
Mayor’s Pen
Knysna residents were shocked 
by a spate of murders that 
recently took place in the area. 
We are a small, close-knit 
c o m m u n i t y  a n d  h a v e  
experienced some crime in the 
past, but it seems that violent 
crime is on the increase. What 
often happens is that fear steps 
in and follows us around 
wherever we go, it becomes 
part of our shadow as we move 
around.  

Often people's response is to 
pack up and leave the country, 
lock stock and barrel. They all 
say we have a fantastic country, 
b u t  t h at  t h e  c r i m e  a n d  
corruption is just getting too 
much. I agree with them. It is 
getting too much, but rather 
than leave, I believe we have to 
take the future in our hands and 
stand together to face these 
fears head on. I love South Africa 
and want to grow old here, with 
my children and their children. 

I think as a community we 
should rally together and not 
a c c e p t  t h i s .  C o m m u n i t y  
m e m b e r s  o f t e n  h a v e  
information that can help the 
police to catch the culprits, and 
we should not be afraid to speak 
out. Even if some of us are not 
directly affected at this stage, if 
this trend continues it may only 
be a question of time before we 
are. 

To make a real difference we will 
have to take responsibility. We 
know our Police service is under 
tremendous pressure, so we 
need to work out how we can 
help them. Look at the success 
the various Neigbourhood 
Watch groups are having. Pay 
attention to our surroundings - 
look around, take notice and if 
you see something suspicious, 
report it.   It is our only chance to 
make a difference, and to ensure 
a safe future for all of us.  And let 
it not stop at crime in Knysna – 
let us take it further and demand 
good governance as  the  
residents of this country. 

Let us demand good education 
for our children which will open 
up possibilities other than crime 
for them. In the history of this 
country, it was when we stood 
together that we have brought 
about the biggest changes. 
We've made miracles happen 
before, we can do it again. 

Dates to remember 
Council meetings:
27 August:- Council Meeting
22 September:-

23 September:- 
29 September:-
30 September:- 

 Governance & Economic Development                                    
Committee Meeting

Planning, Development & Infrastructure 
Committee Meeting

Finance Committee Meeting
 Community Services Committee Meeting

Ward Focus: 
Councillor: 

Ward 2, 
Louisa Hart 

We  o f t e n  s p e a k  
about the natural 
beauty of our area 
a n d  t h e  G a r d e n  
Route, but I believe 
that Sedgefield and 
its surrounding area 
is the most beautiful 
of all. I believe that 
there is something 
unique to Ward 2, 
central Sedgefield 
and Karatara, that 
sets it apart from the 
rest – a sense of 
c o m m u n i t y .  
S e d g e f i e l d  a n d  
Karatara are very 
different places, but a 
genuine communal 
sp i r i t  i s  ev ident  
within each of these 
vibrant communities.

And a lot is happening in both 
Karatara and Sedgefield. You 
may already have read about the 
brand new, fully equipped fire 
engine in Karatara, along with 
the newly refurbished fire 
station. Response time to fires in 
Karatara will be significantly 
reduced, keeping our residents, 
their properties and our area 
safe.

Driving through Sedgefield on 
the N2 one may have noticed 
some building activity at the 
Sedgefield fire station. We are 
constructing a new awning to 
house the fire engine and the 
first response vehicle.

While our area is steeped in 
natural beauty, we are taking 
steps to beautify our town. 
Masithandane is creating new 
guinea fowl mosaics and, 
together with the Sedgefield 

branch of Knysna & Partners, we 
are initiating a flower pot 
project. These mosaicked pots 
will be placed around town. 
Individuals and businesses are 
invited to sponsor these pots, 
and to either sponsor their 
upkeep, or to take on the 
responsibility of keeping the 
pots filled with pretty plants 
themselves. Please visit Belinda 
at the Sedgefield branch of 
Knysna & Partners for more 
information on how to get 
involved.

We also know how to have fun 
in Ward 2 and hosted fantastic 
celebrations in honour of 
Mandela Day and Women's Day 
in both Sedgefield and Karatara.

I know that the state of our 
roads is a sore point for many 
residents and this is also a 
favourite talking point. I am not 

o n l y  t h e  Wa r d  
Councillor for this 
area, but also serve 
on the Mayoral 
Committee as the 
Chairperson for the 
P l a n n i n g ,  
Infrastructure and 
D e v e l o p m e n t  
Committee. As such 
I am pleased to 
confirm that most 
of the potholes 
have been seen to 
a n d ,  a f t e r  t h e  
Council workshop 
on this subject, I shall be able to 
confirm which roads will be seen 
to next.

Ward 2 Councillor Louisa Hart.

The Knysna Timber Festival, taking place from 8 
to 10 October this year, was officially launched 
on Thursday 13 August. Knysna Executive 
Mayor Georlene Wolmarans said that the 
festival aimed to act as a catalyst to revive the 
timber industry within the Garden Route.

 “The Knysna Timber Festival will showcase 
locally produced timber products and related 
services which are sure to reignite the public's 
passion for timber,” she explained. “The 
concurrent development of timber related skills 
and exposure to job opportunities will boost the 
development of our local economy, creating 
marketing opportunities for small, medium and 
micro enterprises (SMME's) within the various 
segments of the timber industry.”

“Our region and our town in particular owes a 
lot to the history of the local timber industry. We 
are confident that this festival will allow us to 
take a big step towards re-establishing Knysna as 
the timber capital of the Garden Route,” she 
said. “In celebrating the heritage of the Knysna 
Forest and our inherent, natural connection 
with timber, we are marketing the town of 
Knysna as a destination to timber enthusiast 
tourists, as well as a business destination for 

Knysna Timber Festival offers 
more than entertainment

travellers within the industry. The festival will 
generate a lot of exposure for our exhibitors, 
our town and our timber, reinforcing the 
possibility of attracting investors to the local 
industry.”

“We are proud to support a festival that ticks 
these major boxes: economic development, 
skills transfer and education, marketing the 
town and luring investment. And we thank the 
sponsors and organisers for making the festival 
a reality,” Wolmarans continued. “But the best 
part is that the Knysna Timber Festival will be a 
lot of fun, too! I urge everyone to make their 
way to the Premier Hotel on George Rex Drive 
between 8 and 10 October. You're sure to learn 
something new, discover fantastic products and 
perhaps even be inspired to try your hand at 
timber related DIY or craft projects. But mostly 
you'll have fun, and hopefully you'll be 
reminded that Knysna would be a very different 
place if it weren't for our forests.”

“In fact,” she concluded, “Knysna might not 
even have been here at all if it weren't for our 
historical, local timber industry.”

We live in exciting times, and I 
am proud of the manner in 
which this municipality is 
working with its residents and 

the private sector to create a 
town where people and nature 
can prosper – especially in 
Ward two.

Pennypinchers/Lions Karoo to 
Coast Mountain Bike Race

Heritage Day

Commemorative Days & Events:
20 September:- 

24 September:- 

Knysna Munic ipal i ty  has  
launched a Community Market 
Day initiative. "The market days 
will serve as a platform for 
small, medium and micro 
enterpr ises  (SMME's)  to  
showcase and market their 
products  direct ly  to the 
community," explained Knysna 
Executive Mayor Georlene 
Wolmarans. 

"These pop-up sales events will 
aim to increase exposure and 
sales for our SMME's and has the 
potential to lead to skills 
d eve l o p m e nt  re l at i n g  to  
p a r t i c i p a n t s '  s p e c i f i c  
businesses," she continued. 
"Any SMME within the greater 
Knysna municipal  area is  
welcome to apply. Space is 

limited, so I urge all interested 
parties to apply as soon as 
possible." 

Five Community Market Days 
are scheduled to take place over 
the next 12 
m o n t h s ,  
with the first 
happening at 
the Sanlam 
M a l l  i n  
Nekkies on 3 
O c t o b e r  
2015. "The 
registration 
deadline for 
t h i s  f i r s t  
market is 18 
September," 
Wolmarans 
said. 

“Other markets will take place in 
Rheenendal in November, Jood-
se-kamp in December, Hornlee 
in February and Smutsville in 
March." 

Wolmarans said that the market 
days will create temporary 
employment opportunities. 
"We will be appointing two 
individuals to act as market day 
coordinators from each of the 
communities where market 
days will take place. With our 
assistance, these individuals 
w i l l  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  

arrangements ensuring that 
their market day runs smoothly." 

Information about the markets 
have been advertised and 
interested part ies should 
c o n t a c t  M s  S i b a l i  a t  
nsibali@knysna.gov.za or 044 
302 6359 for more information.

Knysna Timber Festival offers 
more than entertainment

Municipal Market Days to empower SMME's 
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