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Water restrictions are still in place 
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Chairperson for the Planning, Development and Infrastructure Committee, Cllr Louise Hart, said: “We 
are closely monitoring the water levels and, even though there is no crisis yet, responsible use of water 
will prevent the situation from getting out of hand. Everyone needs to be aware of how vulnerable our 
water resources are, and how to use them sparingly. All towns within the greater Knysna municipal 
area are heavily dependent on surface water schemes and all rivers are experiencing low flow. We all 
need to take proactive steps to maintain our water supplies.” 

Knysna Municipal Manager Lauren Waring said the municipality will step up its enforcement 
measures. Individuals found to be using water outside the parameters of the restrictions can face 
fines of up to R1000-00 per incident, or even jail time of up to three months. 

Residents are encouraged to use alternative water resources such as boreholes, well-points, the 
re-use of greywater and rainwater tanks for the washing of cars and the watering of gardens and 
lawns, and to reserve municipal water for household use. “Even if it rains, it will not solve the issue 
overnight. Conserving this natural resource must become a way of life,” Ms Waring concluded. 

Residents with even street numbers may currently water gardens from 6pm to 7pm on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays. Residents with odd street numbers may water gardens from 6pm to 7pm 
on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. The council may review these arrangements at any time. 

Please report any abuse of water to 044 302 6331. 
Visit the municipality’s website at:

http://www.knysna.gov.za/be-water-wise/ for tips on how to save water.
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Mayor’s Showcase for Inspired Women 
is an opportunity for women to come together and to motivate 
and inspire each other. I encourage talented artists and crafters 
to enter their home-grown talent. As we continue celebrating 
Women’s Month, we want to give women a platform where they 
can demonstrate their creativity.” 

“This competition presents an opportunity to look into the pool 
of creative talent that exists amongst the women of the greater 
Knysna municipal area. For the winner, this will represent an 
investment in their future that will not only open doors for them, 
but bring about growth and the development of their craft.”

All women residing in the greater Knysna municipal area are 
invited to enter the event and present their talent, ranging from 
baking and sewing to handcraft and painting and everything in 
between, for judging. The winner will receive a cash prize as well 
as a sponsored, accredited training course related to the her 
specific craft.  

The main event and prize giving will take place tomorrow 
(Friday 29 August) at the Hornlee Community Hall from 
12h00 until 16h00. 

Knysna Executive Mayor Georlene Wolmarans 
announced the “Showcase for Inspired Women” 
competition on Thursday 14 August. 

The competition seeks to bring creative people together through 
the sharing of and collaboration on ideas, supporting each other 
through honesty, tolerance and understanding, and believing in 
the ability and creative talent within us all. 

Executive Mayor Wolmarans said: “This competition does not 
only celebrate the women of Knysna, but empowers them. It 

A forum is held annually in a different region within the Cape 
Floral Kingdom to enable the above to assemble together and 
exchange ideas in the form of paper and poster presentations. 
It also provides an opportunity for students to prepare and 
present posters and papers, and to gain confidence in conference 
participation.

Approximately 200 people from all over South Africa attended the 
forum at the Premier Hotel in Knysna this year, along with some 
international delegates.

A pre-forum workshop on baboon management was held to 
share knowledge and ideas between the Knysna Municipality, 
the City of Cape Town, conservationists and landowners. Dr 
Tony Ribbink of the Sustainable Seas Trust, who is championing 
the establishment of an International Hope Spot for marine 
environments in Knysna, gave the opening speech at the forum. 
Hope Spots are people oriented, fully inclusive conservation 
areas that give everyone an opportunity to play a role in the 
conservation of their environment. Concurrent to the forum was 
an informative exhibition where local organisations such as the 
Lakes Bird Club, Southern Cape Fire Protection Association, 
WESSA and the Lepidopterists’ Society of Africa and Brenton 
Blue Trust presented displays. This exhibition was visited by 
learners from local schools. 

After an interesting fire symposium on the Wednesday, which 
tackled issues such as prescribed burns and fire intervals, 
delegates were able to attend various field trips to local areas 
of interest to learn more about region. These included a trip to 
the Rastafarian community, a Knysna forest walk, canoeing up 
the Touw River, a butterfly walk, a dune mole rat hike and a boat 
trip on the Knysna estuary with an accompanying lecture by local 
legend Prof. Brian Allanson. 

by Tessa Oliver 

The Fynbos Forum is an affiliation of researchers, planners, 
managers, landowners and a range of other stakeholders that 
meets annually to discuss management issues and research 
results, and to formulate priorities for future research and 
conservation management actions required to ensure the 
conservation and sustainability of Fynbos ecosystems.

Fynbos Forum 2014 held in Knysna  

Knysna Municipality made a contribution of 

R50 000 towards the annual meeting of the Forum. 

Pictured from left to right are Cllr Louisa Hart 

(Mayoral Committee Member), Tessa Oliver (Fynbos 

Forum) and Executive Mayor Georlene Wolmarans.



Coordinated by the office of the Executive Mayor Ms Georlene Wolmarans, council members and members of staff 
demonstrated their support of Mandela Day by donating blood on Monday 21 July. Even though Mandela Day was on 
Friday 18 July, Wolmarans said: “It is still in the spirit of making every day a Mandela Day”. 

Municipality celebrates Madiba Day 

Dates to Remember  

1 – 7 Sept. Arbor Week 15 – 20  Sept. National Clean-up Week

3 Sept. Finance Committee Meeting 18 Sept. Mayoral Committee Meeting

4 Sept.
Governance & Economic 
Development Committee Meeting

21 Sept. Penny Pinchers/Lions Karoo to Coast 
Mountain Bike Challenge

8 Sept. International Literacy Day 24 Sept. Human Rights Day

9 Sept.
Community Services 
Committee Meeting

24 Sept. Feet for Food Charity Fun Walk

10 Sept.
Planning Development & 
Infrastructure Committee Meeting

24 Sept. Council Meeting

13 Sept. Oakhill Tyres and Tekkies Adventure Day 27 Sept. World Tourism Day

South Africa is currently 
experiencing a severe blood 

shortage. This initiative took a step 
closer to alleviating the problem 
and the Knysna Municipality is 

proud to be part of an event that 
can save people’s lives. “I hope that 
Nelson Mandela Month will always 
serve as a platform for kindness, 
to strengthen the philosophy of 
Ubuntu and to instill all of his 

values in us all. It is our collective 
effort that will see us building 
a community where all people 

prosper,” Wolmarans concluded. 

In Ward 2, Councillor Louise Hart 
arranged a lunch for the elderly men of 
Karatara. She did most of the cooking 
herself and produced a delicious 
meal of fried snoek and sweet potato 
rolls, supplemented by vegetables 
cooked by some of the local ladies. 
The event was greatly appreciated 
by the participants, who were greatly 
impressed by their councillor’s 
culinary skills. 

Speaker of Council and councillor for 
Ward 5, Ms Eleanore Bouw-Spies, 
organised various activities in honour 
of Mandela Day. She started the day 
with an event for disabled persons 
in conjunction with the Working for 
Water project, where she handed 
out gift bags with blankets and other 
goodies; she distributed food parcels 
to members of the community in 
collaboration with the Belvidere Home-
owners Association; and, assisted by 
municipal staff and community mem-
bers, cleaned a dumpsite in her ward. 
She finished the day at the Planting for 
Prosperity Nursery in Rheenedal and 
gave a much needed helping hand and 
advice to the four ladies who run the 
nursery.



Contact us:  

of this industry if appropriately supported. There also seems to 
be a clear willingness to collaborate and share information to 
the greater good of the local industry. The discussion further 
highlighted the as yet untapped resources offered by the Cape 
Film Commission.

The current unstructured and uncoordinated functioning of the 
industry in the area is a concern and the establishment of a local 
CFC office would be beneficial. This would also ensure a closer 
link to the industry in Cape Town, from which overflow work 
and other benefits could be secured. As an immediate action, 
registration with the Cape Film Commission is encouraged, as 
this would enable them to compile a regional database. It was 
mentioned numerous times that a database is a good start, but 
that it would have to also reflect competency and proof of good 
quality work being delivered so as to prevent damaging the 
industry’s reputation.

As one of the deliverables from the first workshop, a second film 
industry workshop was held in Knysna on 8 August. This event, 
with the purpose of securing agreement for the establishment of 
a local film forum for the Garden Route, was also well attended. 
As highlighted by the Cape Film Commission CEO Mr. Lillie, 
funding has been secured for a film festival, and the Garden 
Route is a favourable destination. Thus, as one of the outcomes 
of the workshop, an event committee is to be established to kick 
off the planning process for a 2015 Garden Route Film Festival.

There are a number of positive and ambitious actions required 
to further grow the industry. In particularl, it would seem that a 
regional, large scale film festival could be a catalyst for not only 
growing the industry locally, but also raising awareness around 
the Southern Cape as a filming destination. Various private sector 
entities are already working towards film festivals (including 
planned events in Plettenberg Bay and Oudtshoorn in the near 
future). There remains potential to upscale this into a large scale 
event to benefit multiple areas.

Interest in filming in the Eden District has grown in 
recent months, with the Cape Film Commission (CFC) 
reporting an increase in the number of enquiries from 
local and international film and TV producers. These 
requests range from enquiries relating to the Avengers 
sequel which is currently being filmed – to the new 
version of Dracula, many reality TV series, natural 
history documentaries and commercials. 

A film industry workshop and series of interactions took place 
in George on 17 and 18 March 2014. Officials from surrounding 
municipalities in the Eden District, representatives of various 
Western Cape Government Departments, SANParks and local 
private sector industry role players were invited to attend and 
participate. The two-day workshop was handled as an open 
session for anyone that wanted to attend and the private sector 
responded very well to local media coverage and invitations 
through e.g. business chambers and municipal economic 
development offices.

The workshop mainly served as an opportunity for local role 
players to engage with their peers and to gain greater insight 
into the structures available to support them within the Western 
Cape, with specific reference to the Cape Film Commission. 
Other, broader topics discussed included permitting processes, 
training, marketing, insurances, logistics around filming and 
ways to attract filming activity to the area. Speakers from the 
Provincial Department of Public Works and SANParks (Garden 
Route National Park) shared specific information on processes to 
gain access to potential locations under their control.

This film workshop was the first of its kind hosted in the Southern 
Cape / Eden District and, by all accounts, was a much needed 
intervention and a definite step in the right direction for the local 
film industry. It is clear that local role players are in desperate 
need of more such opportunities to network and learn and, more 
importantly, they are overwhelmingly positive about the potential 

Film Industry development in the Garden Route 
From left to right: Ilse van Schalkwyk 

(Knysna Municipality Manager Economic 

Development), Cllr Iona Kritzinger 

(George Municipality), Carli Bunding-

Venter (George Municipality Manager 

Economic Development) & Mr. Denis 

Lillie (Cape Film Commission) were at 

the recent fi lm industry workshop held 

in Knysna.


