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Blue Flag Beaches for Knysna again this summer 
(insert picture provided)

Lighting the way
(insert pic provided)

(insert pic edna provided)

Bridge over troubled sand dunes
(use as extended pic and cap)
Begonia Street
(insert pic if there is space)

Mayoral Golf Day (you can use this story in your sports section if not space on my page)
(insert pictures from link provided)
The Knysna Municipality hosted the sixth annual Mayoral Golf Day on 10 October. The event raised R220 000 for the Knysna Mayoral Fund, which supports educational and community initiatives.

Picture One: 
Andile Tebekana (right) shares his golfing tips with Executive Mayor Georlene Wolmarans while Iodien January looks on.

Picture Two:
The Winning team was VPM Surveys. Pictured from left: John Rimbault, Brent Ingel, Rohan Kohler, Marcel de Ridder (sponsor Canon), Knysna Executive Mayor Georlene Wolmarans, 
John Edwards and Peter Berman (sponsor Scratch Golf).

NOTE: there are other pics in Desmond's link with captions underneath, which you can also use if more suitable.

Buffalo Bay and Brenton-on-Sea 
will again be Blue Flag beaches 
this summer. It is the second 
consecutive year that the 
municipality has secured the 
coveted international accolade.

Municipal Manager Lauren 
Waring said that while many 
parties had worked very hard 
towards this goal, they had an 
added concern this year when 
the cargo ship Kiani Satu went 
aground in Goukamma Nature 
Reserve and Marine Protected 
Area in August. “The situation 
potentially threatened both 
b e a c h e s .  W e  w e r e  i n  
communication with WESSA at 
the time and they were very 
supportive. This Blue Flag status 
means so much more in this 
context - things could have been 
very different.

"The provisions for this status 
are very strict and we are proud 
that we could achieve it again, 
and we are immensely grateful 
towards everyone who assisted 
us towards attaining this goal.

“We also congratulate the 
Thesen Islands Homeowners 
Association for attaining status 
as a Blue Flag Marina. We are 
very proud of their achievement 
and example, and we believe it 
will contribute to the tourism 
value of our town,” said Waring.

The applicable time frame will be 
December 2013 and January 
2014. She emphasised that the 
municipality would again work 
with residents to ensure that 
people could walk their dogs at 
a l l o c at ed  t i m es ,  o u t s i d e  
designated swimming areas and 
on leashes at all times.

Blue Flag is an international 
c o a s t a l  m a n a g e m e n t  
programme that accredits 
beaches that meet standards of 
excellence in water quality, 
environmental management, 
environmental education and 
information as well as safety and 
services. In South Africa the 
programme is implemented by 
the Wildlife Environmental 
Society of South Africa (WESSA).

The Knysna Municipality has 
recently appointed four new 
youth advisors to assist local 
young people with skills 
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  j o b  
creation opportunities.

S i t u a t e d  c e n t r a l l y  a t  
c o m m u n i t y  c e n t r e s  i n  
Smutsvi l le,  Rheenendal,  
Khayalethu and Hornlee, the 
four young women will act as 
a connection point between 
local government and its 
youth.

Knysna Municipal Manager 
Lauren Waring said a youth 
programme had existed 
within the municipality some 
years ago, but lost impetus 
due to lack of funding and 
support.
“Renewed provincial and 
national focus on social and 
youth issues have made 
funding and support more 
a c c e s s i b l e  a n d  t h e  
municipality decided to revive 
the programme. Overseen by 
Head Disaster Management 
and Social Services, Richard 
Meyer, the municipality plans 
to expand its youth and social 
programmes significantly 
over the next few years. Our 
first step was to reopen our 
main youth centres as they 
are an important link to our 
young people, but we would 
like to see this function grow 
so that it can become a useful 
resource that will make an 
important positive impact on 
the lives and futures of our 
youth,” said Waring.

Open weekdays to youth 
between the ages of 16 and 
35, initial services include 
assistance with compiling of 
CVs and applications to 
tertiary institutions, bursaries 
and jobs.

Smutsville’s Youth Advisor is 
Ed n a  T h o m s o n .  S h e  i s  
available for youth enquiries 
a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  a t  t h e  
C o m m u n i t y  C e n t r e  i n  
Rooikrans Lane from 10am-
7pm on weekdays. She can be 
contacted on 044 302 6330 or 
0 7 2  6 7 2  4 8 0 1  o r  
smutsvilleydc@knysna.gov.za

Knysna Executive Mayor Georlene Wolmarans at the official opening of Knysna's Blue Flag beaches last 
year (2013). Picture: DESMOND SCHOLTZ

Smutsville was one of the nine areas in the Knysna 
municipal area which received High Mast Area Lights 
over the past few months. The lights, which provide 
lighting of about 300-metres diameter each were 
financed by the Western Cape Municipal 
Infrastructure Grant (MIG) programme.

The municipality hopes to install another eight lights 
in the near future.

Knysna Municipal Manager Lauren Waring said the 
lights not only provided increased lighting in streets 
for the purposes of road safety and traffic flow, but 
also made neighbourhoods safer. “These lights help 
deter crime and vandalism, and improve the general 
appearance of residential areas, which ultimately 
increase the general living standards of our 
communities.”

Finally the foot bridge 
over the sand dunes at 
the top of Aloe Street 
has been replaced.
Connecting Groenvallei 
with the communities of 
Sizamile/Smutsville, the 
bridge not only provides 
s a f e  p a s s a g e  t o  
res idents  but  a l so  
safeguards dunes from 
erosion.

The Knysna Municipality is appealing to employers in Sedgefield to not use Begonia Street in 
Groenvallei as a pick-up point for labourers, but to make arrangements for pick-up in suitable spots in 
Oestervanger Street.

Knysna Municipal Manager Lauren Waring said that while it may be convenient, 
Begonia Street was too narrow to allow for the kind of activity and traffic that 
the picking up of labourers caused there, and ultimately threatened the safety 
of everyone who used the road.
“While sand from the dunes has covered the red lines painted on the road, 
Begonia Street is in fact a no-park zone. While the municipality wants to keep 
the good relationship it has with Sedgefield business owners, it will not hesitate 
to fine transgressors who continue with this practice.

“We request the transgressing business owners to follow the example of many 
other businesses in town who have already made arrangements with their staff 
to be picked up in the USave parking lot on the edge of Smutsville or at the open 
piece of land at the Oestervanger/Volstruis Street-intersection. Your 
willingness to assist in this way signals a good compromise towards your staff 
who then can still walk to a pick-up point that is relatively close to their homes 
but which is also safe and considerate towards all involved.

“The Knysna Municipality thanks you in advance for your willingness to become 
part of the solution in this diverse community,” said Waring.

Edna Thomson


	Page 1

