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Minister finds no fault with Knysna Municipal Planning Tribunal or appointment of 
Director: Planning and Development. 
 
Western Cape MEC Anton Bredell has dismissed all allegations made against the Knysna 
Municipal Planning Tribunal (KMPT), as well as those pertaining to the appointment of Marlene 
Boyce as the municipality’s Director: Planning and Development. 
 
In a letter to Knysna’s Speaker, Councillor Georlene Wolmarans, Bredell writes that “… it is 
unnecessary for a full investigation to be conducted in respect of the allegations in accordance 
with section 106 of the Municipal Systems Act (MSA), read with section 7 of the Western Cape 
Act.” This refers to the Western Cape Monitoring and Support of Municipalities Act, 2014 (Act 4 
of 2014). 
 
The minister’s statement resolves matters raised in a letter of complaint received by the 
municipality from Ward 10 committee members in 2018. This missive requested an investigation 
into members of the KMPT and planning officials. It alleged a conflict of interest among members 
of the KMPT, accused the KMPT of being incompetent and questioned the appointment of Ms 
Boyce as Director: Planning and Development and the tribunal’s chair. 
 
Knysna Executive Mayor Mark Willemse confirmed that Acting Municipal Manager Johnny 
Douglas referred the matter to Minister Bredell. “Mr Douglas requested that the Department of 
Local Government conduct an independent and objective investigation into the matter. The office 
of the Speaker has now received Minister Bredell’s findings, which clearly do not warrant any 
further investigation into these matters and dismisses these unfounded allegations.” 
 
MEC Bredell’s letter, dated 11 February 2019, states: 
“Based on my assessment of all relevant information and documentation available in the 
circumstances (…), there is no reason to believe that: 

the allegations pertaining to the appointment of the Director: Planning and Development 
warrant further investigation. 
maladministration, corruption, fraud or any other serious malpractice may have occurred 
or may be occurring in Knysna Municipality pertaining to the composition of the Knysna 
Municipal Planning Tribunal and conflict of interest of certain members of the Tribunal.” 

 
“We are gratified that the Provincial Minister of Development Planning has confirmed the efficacy 
and compliance of our planning tribunal,” said Willemse. “According to our Municipal Land Use 
Planning By-Law, all new applications will either be considered by the authorised official or the 
planning tribunal, depending on applications’ compliance with policies and if any objections had 
been raised regarding specific applications. Our tribunal consists of objective, qualified, 
competent individuals who work as a unit to ensure that applications are reviewed in terms of 
relevant legislation and follow the applicable procedures to attain approval.” 



 
“Minister Bredell’s findings also support our appointment of Ms Boyce,” Willemse continued. “Ms 
Boyce holds a BA LLB and a master’s degree in Development Studies. She has extensive 
experience within municipal administration, including more than five years in the planning 
department’s middle management. This more than qualifies her and, combined with our 
confidence in her abilities and integrity, is why she was appointed to this position.” 
 
“We thank Minister Bredell and the Department of Local Government for their impartial 
investigation,” Willemse said. “We trust that these unprejudiced findings will satisfy those with 
personal agendas against the KMPT and the Director: Planning and Development, and are happy 
to lay this matter to rest. We thank the members of the KMPT and Ms Boyce for their commitment 
to make Knysna inspired, innovative and inclusive.” 
 
As per the Western Cape Land Use Planning Act (Act 3 of 2014), all land use, development, 
rezoning and other town planning applications are a function of local municipalities. Knysna 
Municipality’s Municipal Land Use Planning By-Law took effect from 1 June 2016, leading to the 
establishment of the Knysna Municipal Planning Tribunal. 
 
Anton Bredell is the Western Cape Provincial Minister of Local Government, Environmental Affairs 
and Development Planning.  
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