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Executive Mayor Georlene Wolmarans said the road was a main
arterial through the community for 30 years and paving even a
short stretch improved the quality of lives.
”Mr Britz, who uses crutches to get around, told our Manager
Integrated Development Plan (IDP), Mr Eben Phillips, that
the new paved road meant he could visit his children and
grandchildren more. To some people this road may only be
230 metres of cement bricks, but to people like Mr Britz it is
life changing.

Ward councillor Migiel Lizwani and Dam-se-Bos
resident Mr Hendrik Britz celebrate the lifechanging paved road. Picture: Desmond Scholtz.

New road makes all
the difference

”This road, which was identified by this community as a priority
during the IDP process, is proof that the IDP process works.
It may not always feel like the fastest way, but it does finally
deliver in direct relation to the community’s needs,” said
Wolmarans.

Water alert!

Water storing facilities in Knysna are running low.
Please use water sparingly. Read more on Page 3.

For countless years Dam-se-Bos resident, Oom Hendrik Britz,
has been negotiating a really rough dirt road to be able to
visit his family on the other side of the neighbourhood. Until
recently that is when a neat stretch of paving has made all the
difference.
Funded by R200 000 of the Knysna Municipal Council’s wardbased budget and R300 000 from the Upgrading Informal
Settlements Programme (UISP) of the National Department of
Human Settlements, 230 metres of road was paved from the
Chris Hani Community Hall.

Follow us on twitter @KnysnaMuni

Changes in Council
The Knysna Municipal Council made three changes to
accommodate the replacement of former Speaker, Mr Richard
Dawson, who announced his intention to resign from the
position last November.
At a Special Council Meeting on February 12, former Deputy
Executive Mayor and Chair of the Governance and Economic
Development Committee, Councillor Michelle Wasserman, was
appointed the new Speaker.
Proportional Representative and Chair of the Finance
Committee, Ms Esmé Edge, was appointed the new Deputy
Executive Mayor.
Mr Dawson remains Ward 10 councillor and takes the place
of Councillor Wasserman as Chairperson of the Section 80
Committee for Governance and Economic Development.

From left to right: New Speaker Cllr Michelle
Wasserman, new Deputy Executive Mayor Cllr
Esmé Edge, Executive Mayor Georlene Wolmarans
and new Chairperson Governance and Economic
Development Committee Cllr Richard Dawson.

Vehicle testing station closed The Knysna Municipality temporarily closed its vehicle testing station on 19
February to review and upgrade its systems. Municipal Manager Lauren Waring said the systems review could not take place while
the centre was operating and would therefore be closed until further notice. The relevant press release is available on the new
municipal website www.knysna.gov.za

Featuring Ward 5:

councillor madga williams

Much has been happening in Ward 5 where Councillor
Magda Williams has been involved in a range of projects and
negotiations.
”The needs of the people in my ward are very diverse as it
includes relatively affluent areas such as Belvidere and
Brenton-on-Sea while others, such as Rheenendal and
Bibbieshoek, include some of the poorest communities in the
municipal area.”
At the beginning of every financial year (July) wards are
allocated R300 000 each, of which R100 000 can go towards
operational projects such as clean-ups and events while the
remainder is meant for capital projects.
Ward projects are identified via the Integrated Development
Programme (IDP) process, which involves ward councillors,
ward committees and the community.
In Ward 5, ward allocation money went towards a new
walkway to the beach at Brenton-on-Sea, guard rails along
dangerous bends in the road, toilets in private homes and

public toilets at the
clinic in Rheenendal.
The operational budget
has gone towards job
creation projects in
which locals assisted
in the clearing of
alien vegetation and
neighbourhood cleanup operations.

Councillor Magda Williams gets a thank you hug
from Ouma Hester Jantjies, aged 77. Thanks to
ward allocation money, and a lot of persistence
from Ms Williams, Ouma Hester and her husband,
Adam, aged 82 finally got a bathroom and toilet
built onto their little house in Rheenendal
last year. Four other families also received
bathrooms onto their homes.

WATER UPDATE
The Knysna Municipality is asking users throughout its
municipal area to conserve water and will be stepping up the
enforcement of water restrictions.

In Rheenendal and Buffalo Bay water is sourced from the
Homtini and Goukamma Rivers, which may also become
vulnerable if the heat persists.

Knysna Municipal Manager Lauren Waring said that while
there was no crisis, economical use of water would prevent
the situation from getting out of control. ”South African
summers are long and hot, and we want to ensure that
we have sufficient reserves. The main sources of water in
the Knysna Municipal area are rivers, and are therefore
vulnerable in times of extreme heat or drought. Not only
do people tend to use more water when it is hot, but it also
increases evaporation.”

Municipal water restrictions have been in place across the
Knysna Municipal area since November 2011: Residents with
even street numbers may water their gardens in summer
from 6pm-7pm on Mondays, Wednesday and Fridays.
Residents with odd street numbers may water their gardens
from 6pm to 7pm on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays.

Knysna Municipal Manager Lauren Waring said the town’s
only real storage facility, the Akkerkloof Dam, had been
depleted during the bumper holiday season and ongoing
heat was contributing to increased evaporation. ”Water in
the dam has dropped to below 50%, which means the town
only has about a month and half’s ‘extra’ water in storage.”
In Sedgefield the construction of a weir in the Karatara River
requires that the river be temporarily diverted. Reduced
water use will assist in supply management during its
construction over the next few months.

Committee to oversee municipal monies

Persons watering outside restriction periods may be fined
R1000 per incident. Reports of illegal watering can be made
to 044 302 6551 or 044 302 6337.

New By-law on Liquor Trading Days and
Hours Licenced liquor traders in the Knysna municipal area

may now trade on Sundays and for extended hours, depending
on the nature of their business, following the promulgation of
the new By-law on Liquor Trading Days and Hours in December
2012. The relevant press release and bylaw is available in
the Information Centre of the new municipal website www.
knysna.gov.za

New website launched
The Knysna Municipality launched its new website in
February. Municipal Manager Lauren Waring said the new
website was aimed at better communicating the services
of the municipality as well as fulfilling legal requirements
regarding the Municipal Finance Management Act and the
Municipal Systems Act.
”The website is meant to be dynamic and will be
systematically expanded to incorporate as many of the
municipality’s services and projects as well as all relevant
documents, forms, policies and by-laws.”

The new Brenton-on-Sea walkway down to the
beach was paid for by ward allocation money.

The alien vegetation clearing project does not
only put money in their pockets but also imparts
skills to locals which they can use to be reemployed in similar projects elsewhere.

The Knysna Municipal Council appointed its
Municipal Public Accounts Committee (MPAC) at
a special council meeting on 12 February. MPAC,
which is complementary to the municipality’s
Audit Committee and Internal Audit capacity,
serves as an objective political oversight
regarding the management of public money and
assets. Chaired by Councillor Stephen de Vries
(back right), the committee includes (back left)
Councillor Ray Barrell and (front from left)
Councillors Mertle Gombo, Irene Grootboom and
Beauty Tyokolo.

The online account system has also been upgraded. Register
your online account by clicking on the Account Login button
on the far right on the main menu of the new website.
The website address www.knysna.gov.za remains the same.

New Director Planning & Development

Councillor Williams (far left) with John Moos,
Thembele Mayedwa and Elizabeth Phillips, who
have been permitted by timber merchants PG
Bison to keep their cattle on the merchant’s
land.

Councillor Williams with staff of the Eco-Coffin
job creation project. An old tool shed, which
belongs to Eden District Municipality, is now the
base of the project.

Mr Mike Maughan-Brown was appointed Director Planning
and Development in February. The town’s former Manager
Town Planning and Building Control has been acting in his
newly appointed position for most of last year in addition
to his duties as manager. His appointment is effective
immediately and is, like all senior management posts at the
Municipality, a five-year contract position.
Mr Mike Maughan-Brown holds a Masters Degree in City
and Regional Planning (UCT) and has 32 years’ experience

in related fields including managing the first communitybased informal settlement upgrade project in Cape Town
and directorship of the UK-based multi-national, multidisciplinary consulting company Scott Wilson Kirkpatrick.

Local entrepreneurs benefit from SMME Incubator Project
Twenty-four entrepreneurs from the greater Knysna area
received a boost to their fledgling businesses following
training and a donation of equipment worth R250 000, which
formed part of a Small Medium and Micro Enterprises (SMME)
incubator project initiated by the Knysna Municipality and
supported by Nedbank.
Designed by the municipality’s Economic Development Unit
to develop entrepreneurs, the incubator project is in its third
cycle and has assisted 51 SMMEs over the past three years.
Candidates are carefully selected based on their potential
to succeed and then undergo extensive business skills
training. Following successful completion of the training,
entrepreneurs are given equipment specific to the needs
of their business. The municipality continues to provide
support, guidance and access to a client network to ensure
long-term sustainability and growth.

Penguins, pupils and a boy named Knysna
Life is certainly interesting when you are Mayor of Knysna. In
addition to all the meetings and functions she has attended
since the start of the new year, Executive Mayor Georlene
Wolmarans also visited schools, supported the plight of
penguins and met a boy named Knysna.

(From left) Local attorney Lizelle Harker, a
former beneficiary of the programme, Nedbank
George acting branch manager Jualette de Klerk,
incubator beneficiary Francios Smith, Knysna
Executive Mayor Georlene Wolmarans, Manager
Economic Development Ilse van Schalkwyk and
projects officer Allan River.

Implementation of Lagoon Plan going well
The implementation of the Knysna Estuary Pollution Action
Plan is well underway and is starting to show positive results.
Municipal Manager Lauren Waring, who is also the chairperson
of the Knysna Estuary Pollution Control Task Committee,
said several projects within the Plan were completed while
on-going programmes were starting to prove successful in
reducing contamination into lagoon.
”The first phase of the Knysna Waste Water Treatment
Works (WWTW), which included the installation of superior
mechanical and electrical equipment, is very near completion
and is already delivering excellent results. The second phase,
which includes sludge dewatering equipment, is expected to
be completed in May (2013) at which time the plant will meet
operating standards in terms of the National Water Act.”

The mayor welcomed Penguin Plodder, Dave
Chamberlain, to Knysna in January. The Capetonian stopped over in Sedgefield and Knysna
during his run from Walvis Bay in Namibia to
Port Elizabeth to raise funds and awareness
for the conservation of African Penguins. The
modified pram carried necessities for his trip.
See www.vidamago.org for more information.

Other sewer-related projects completed include the upgrade
of three critical pump stations and removal of sludge in the
eastern wetland at George Rex Drive.
The town’s River Health Programme is starting to show
tangible results as especially river clean-ups are reducing
the concentration of pollution that flows into the estuary.
This programme also incorporates environmental education,
provision of proper waste disposal facilities and improved
weekly waste collection to reduce dumping of waste into
rivers.
Installation of communal flushing toilets in informal areas
are being completed and a gravity outfall sewer is currently
being laid through Nekkies, Dam-se-Bos and Hlalani to reduce
the use of ‘long drop’-toilets, which are major contributors to
underground river contamination.
The major stormwater-related project, which entails a
property-to-property inspection of all stormwater and
sewerage lines, is expected to commence shortly.

German couple Wolfgang and Constanze Sigler
heard their son’s first heartbeat in Knysna in 2009
and decided to name their firstborn after the
town. The two-year-old met the mayor on his first
visit to Knysna since his birth.

Keep up to date with lagoon information by clicking the link
at the bottom of the homepage on the Knysna Municipality
website at www.knysna.gov.za

